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L. is a member of a powerful Chinese Tong in San Francisco. 

Why he joined this kind of organization, he himself does not know. 
He had been a memher since he was twenty years old. Merweeta 

never have thought of withdrawing from his Tong in the past. 

It is an integral part of his life history. It is too late now for 
him to consider severing his relation with this notorius institution. 
He would properly feel lost without it. L. knows very little about 
the origin of these Tongs. He is not a student of either history 
or ¢ociology. When he came to this country ten years ago, the Tongs 
were already on the road to @ecline. Wot only the days when Chinese 
threw hatchets at each other in the dark alleys on an appointed 
date are now gone, but even the days when Chinese shot one another 
by surprise are now growing scarce. 

L. was forced by pressure to join the Tong. He was a restaurant 
owner when he first arrived in this country. He operated a little 
restaurant in a small town hear the Sacramento Valley. The valley 
was the sphere of influence of the fore-mentioned powerful Tong. 

At first he remained indifferent toward the whole matter. After 
all, he was running a respectable business, ana there was no need 
of depending on this or any other Tong for protection. But, a 
little later on, he found things quite different. 

A year later, he went into partnership with a friend by the name 
of Y.Y. who was not a member of a Tong, but he came from a very big 


and powerful family. Besides, hi8s folks were in control of many 
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important organizations in the coastal cities. After a year of 
partnership, L. found that Y. had not been honest with the accounts, 
and there was a big deficit in the books. He was asked to pay out 
some six hundred dollars to cover his part in the deficit. He 
knew that he was cheated, and it looked as if the case had to be 
brought before the American Court. But certain black forces warn- 
ed him that he had better not risk his life by taking the case up 
with the American court. ‘They told him that he must solve this 
probiem in some Chinese arbitration body. But what chance had b.? 
He was a nobody while Y. was a man "with a big word carved on his 
forehead" (meaning that he had important connections with the Tongs 
and other ruling bodies). He could foresee his defeat clearly. 
The only thing left for him to do was to join in one of the opposite 
Tongs and with their backing, hope to fortify himself against this 
coming injustice. 

"But didn't you know that once you got into this kind of a 
trap you would never be able to get oi ae out until it was too 
late?" 

L. replied in no uncertain terms. "For the sake of saving a 
few hundred dollars I have imposed upon myself a much heavier burden." 

This is absolutely true. Yor once you have relief from a Tong, 
you would got be able to get going one iota without it. When you rely 
on a Tong to solve a dispute, you can't help making enemies, and the 
minute you are without it, your enemies will immediately revenge 


themselves on you. It is just like the american gangsters, there is 
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no way for you to quit. Wot only your enemies would take the opportun- 
ity to make you pay, but the very Tong you were a member of would 
make it highly difficult for you to "resign". 

If does not take a great sum to pay for the initiation in a 
fong, but it will cost you ten times as much to leave it. It costs 
you but scores of dollars to obtain membership, but it will take 
hundreds of dollars or more to get out. This is done very easily. 
In answering to your request for withdrawal, they simply hand you 
a bill of several hundred dollars, claiming that you have owed it to 
the organization. You have to either pay it or prepare to be "put 
on the spot", or you are prohibited to make any business dealings. 

Again, it would not be easy for one to stay in the Tongs. L. 
put it in the following manner: "Qnce you belong to the Tong, you 
are too responsible for the actions of thousands of your "tong 
brothers®, and this is not a simple matter. You know, among your 
fellow tong men, there are people of all shades and colors, and 
chiefly those belonging to the under-world. It was not infrequent 
that a hot-headed tong man would draw his pistol and shed blood 
over a single argument or a single harsh word. And it was too often 
that people of powerful backing would try to take advantage of the 
others over a woman, an opium deal or a gambling squabble. In 
any case it would mean war-fare. The higher-ups of a Tong, of 


course, have very little fear. They are rich and thus able to buy 
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security. We are the small men, and thus we are always open to the 
attack of the enemies. During the past years, I have been forced 
to close up my place and leave the town many times. It means great 
losses and sometimes even complete bankruptcy. But that was far 
from being the limit, for the after-effect of a Tong War is even e 
more terrifying. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have to be spent 
for attorney fees, for court expenses, in order to obtain the free- 
dom of those tong "fighters" who have been arrested for murder. 
Other thousands will be spent on carrying on the tong war-fare. 
Every tong member afterwards must pay a part of this expensive bill. 
If you are wmmable to pay, then you owe a debt to the Tong; And you 
must pay your debt to the Tong if you value your life at all.® 

"Who are the chief beneficiaries in the Tong then?", I asked 
with great curiosity. 

"Why, who else would be if not the kings of the Rambling house 
and of the white-slavery establishment?" L. answered without the 
least hesitation. | "They are the ones who depend chiefly on force 
and violence to maintain their '"easy-money"! making enterprises." 
"The organization of such Tongs is not a Chinese product, that is, 
the funny part of it", said L. "Like the famous Chop Suey, it was 
a child born of this country. I am sure if I had not come to this 
country I would never had had to join such an organization." 

L. also described one of his exciting experiences to me person- 


ally. "It was more than twelve years ago, one day in the summer, 
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when I was called to a meeting of the high council of the Tong. 

A Tong-War was in the making. In the center of richly decorated 
Tong headquarter, a long table was placed. The alter in front of 
"Quan-king" (a Chinese heroic god) was fully lighted with an unusual 
number of candles. The elders of the Tong together with the "fight- 
ing hands" of the Tong sat solemly by the long table. Scores of 
pistols were lying dazzling in the center of the table. Beside them 
there were some photos and a set of "fortune sticks". There was 
nothing mysterious. The leaders went about their business with calm 
but grim faces. First, all the "gunners" were put under oath. To 
each of them a pistol was assigned together with $20.00 cash. ‘Then 
a list of names was revealed, headed by the most prominent members 
of the opposite Tong. Names appearing on this list were those who 
were chosen to be the "picked victims". When a name was called out, 
all the "gunners" would go to the "fortune stick set" and draw out 
their lucky sticks. The one getting the lucky stick would be 
responsible to get his victim the best way he knew how. Of course, 
the Tong would give him assistance. He would be: given a certain 
amount of information, a photo of the supposed "victim" and some 
added travelling expense, the latter depended chiefly on the where- 
abouts of your "fish" or "pie". For a "big pie", one would some- 
times get a reward as high as $500 or even $1,000 and a lot of glory 


with it. Then the whole gathering would retire. Commmications 
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A few weeks ago while strolling along the streets of 
Chinatown, looking in the shop windows, near the pay-off 
headquarters of the China lottery, I noticed some boxes of 
Chinese jasmine tea on display. Stopping and stooping over 
to read the labels in an effort to ascertain their place of 
origin, I was accosted by a young Chinese man who was lowg- 
ing bareheaded in the open doorway of the shop. "What are 
you looking at?" he inquired. I answered, "This jasmine 
tea". "Phat's good tea, do you want to buy a box?" he asked. 
"Hell, not" I came back at him, "I am a tea buyer myself in 
China. We ship a lot of tea like this to our customers. [ 
was just looking to see if it was Foochow, Formosa or Canton 
tea". This exchange of courtesies led to his coming out of 
the doorway and sidinaing beside me to engage in what proved 
to be a very interesting conversation. 

As the day was warm and I was thirsty from my walk, I 
suggested that we go inside and have something to drink. He 
led the way, and as is always the case, the hawk-eyed old 
Cerberus that keeps watch in the front room of these places 
inguired in Chinese who I was. The boy explained. For lack 
of anything better we drank bottled soda-pope The old man 


started to set out the usual dirty glass, smeared with the 


unwashed use of days or weeks, but the young man rebuked him 
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and seizing it, took it in behind where he gave it a rinse 
under a faucet, returning it in practically the same stained 
condition as before. I was grateful |nowever) for the gesture 
of respect anyway. 

As I could see that the old man was still uneasy about 
my bonafides, I pulled out my wallet and exhibited to him 
and the young man the photographs of my Chinese wife and 
small four-year old son. After some sundry details of my 
life in China to show to them that I had actually lived there 
and to gain their confidence, we went on with our conversa- 
tion. On this particular day, the subjects we discussed were 
mainly the workings of the American Immigration laws and re- 
gulations, particularly as differentiating between China-born 
Chinese and those born in America, also attitudes of American- 
born Chinese men to marriage with American-born or -raised 
Chinese girls. On a subsequent day we got onto the subject 
of the knowledge of Chinese geography, culture and general 
Chinese information of American-born or -raised Chinese young 
people. As I do not retain clearly in my mind just what 
points were eenaohs out on each separate day, I will describe 
them all together as they occur to me as I write. 

First, I will mention the set-up of the meeting on the 
second day. Some two months had elapsed. I had often looked 


back with appreciation on the first conversation and contem- 
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plated seeing this young man again in order to work up 
Snough material to justify writing a sketch about him. How- 
ever, as I wanted to get other sketches in Chinatown, I did 
not want to make myself too conspicuous and thus awaken 

their suspicions and bring about consequent clamming-up. 

For this reason I delayed for several weeks my passing along 
this street again. In order to provide a reasonable story 
for my presence there on this day I first went by a street 

in an American neighborhood to a water-front old-time saloon, 
the scene of Jack London's early attempts to convert himself 
from a bum into a literary man. After viewing the Londoniana, 
old furniture and fixtures, photographs, wall decorations, 
etc., retained from London's day, and conversing with the son 
of the man who ran the place in those days, I proceeded along 
the street which led directly from this saloon to the shop 

of the young Chinese subject of this sketch. 

Just after entering Chinatown I encountered another young 
Chinese with whom I had conversed on sundry occasions without 
getting enough material to justify a sketch. In answer to his 
question, I explained my visit to the water-front resort. As 
we happened to be near his place of business, I asked him to 
take me inside and show it to me. As my material on his case 
is now about at the writable stage I shall soon make him the 


subject of a sketch. He is in the slot-machine racket, a re- 
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pair man of these machines. Leaving this place after some 
Conversation with various attendants, I proceeded up the 
street again. 

Nearing the shop I was seeking, I was at first puzzled 
40 identify which one it was, as the place I had in mind as 
being it, had a large crowd of Philippinos lounging in front 
instead of the Chinese I expected to see. Running my eyes 
up and down the street trying to get my bearings, I decided 
that I had not made a mistake and checked up by peering in 
the doorway, this time closed, and saw the old man before 
mentioned. Not liking to evowil through the Philippinos I 
turned away and then for the first time noticed my young Chi- 
nese friend leaning up against the side of a parked motor car, 
regarding my puzzled antics with a grin of amusement. Feel- 
ing much relieved I went up to him and explained that the 
presence of the Philippinos had confused me and asked what 
they were hanging around his place for. Although no doubt 
they were waiting to mark their lottery tickets or had just 
done so, he informed me that they were waiting for some bus 
which took them out to some Emeryville resort. Again I ex- 
plained, in answer to his question, how I came to be passing 
along this street. He seemed to be posted on London's works 


and quizzed me to some extent about various works of his, 


evidently to ascertain if I were lying to him about where I 
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had been. Having acquitted myself on this score, I was a- 
mused by his next remark. It was: "That's the difference 
between your people and mine; when my people get to be your 
age, they want to loaf around and take it easy, while the 
Americans, even when they get your age still run around try- 
ing to see new things and find out new ideas." While I did 
not get much pleasure out of his evident idea that I was no 
longer young, I appreciated his estimate of my mental curio- 
si ty. 

fo get on with the topics we discussed in both our con- 
versations, I will take up first the immigration regulations, 
etc. He informed me that as he had been born in America, he 
was counted by the law as an American citizen and thus pre- 
vented from taking advantage of the provisions allowing a 
Chinese merchant to bring into America a wife from Chine. 
While his brother, born in China, was free to go to China, 
marry and return home to California with his wife to lead a 
normal life here, he (the subject of this sketch) was con- 
demned if he wanted to marry, either to marry a girl already 
here in America or to go to China, marry there, with two sub- 
sequent alternatives: remain in Chim with his wife in a 
country about which he knew practically nothing and had no 
desire to live in, or to leave his wife in China and content 


himself with seeing her at intervals of years, whenever he 
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was able to make or afford enough money to make the expen- 
Sive trip to the Orient. As to marrying a girl born or 
raised in America, he wouldn't do it on a bet. All the girls 
here think about is money and going out and making whoopee. 
Whether they were poor or rich, it was the cake even if they 
didn't have a penny themselves, nor their fathers either, they 
expected any boy who wanted their company or hand in marriage 
to spend money like a millionaire. Over in China it was dif- 
ferent. There a girl, if the boy had money, was glad. If he 
didn't, it was just the same; it didn't make any difference 

to her. I said to him, "What are yo talking about, sing-song 
girls or family girls?" "Any kind", he replied. I laughed 
and said, "You got the wrong idea there: sing-song girls want 
the dough before smiling." 

He then modified his statement to apply only to family 
girls. I said to him, "Have you ever been in China? I think 
you are still somewhat off the track.” He made some answer, 
but I am not sure at the present moment whether he has actu- 
ally made a trip to China or not. I continued, “As regards 
your main idea that the girls in China are more likely to 
make satisfactory wives than those raised in America, 1 am 
inclined to agree with yo. But as regards the money side of 
marriage, how about the arranged marriages and the payment of 


money that the groom must make to the parents of the bride 
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before marriage?" "Oh, that idea is old fashioned now. On- 
ly people with no knowl edge of the world do that any more. 
The revolution did away with those-mediaeval ideas. ‘The 
girls are emancipated now, they won't let their parents take 
any money for them in marriage." "Well", I answered, "I 
don't know how it is in Canton (Kwantung); maybe the revolu- 
tionary ideas got that far there. But if so I am afraid that 
the girls won't be so docile and housewifely as they were be- 
fore. Also in the Chinese population where I have been liv- 
ing and from which my wife comes, this no-marriage-money idea 
has not penetrated lower than the upper crust of millionaires 
and intelligensia. Even there the money is paid over by the 
groom but is supposed to be all expended on the wedding festi- 
vities and none retained by the bride's parents." 

fhe mention of the revolution, prompted him to ask me if 
Communist uprisings of 1942 and 19335 had touched me. [ de- 
scribed the perturbation of various clerks and coolies in my 
company, whose wives and families were living in the hinter- 
land villages behind Amoy and Foochow, up to which points the 
Kiangsi troops had managed to make their way before being 
stopped by Nankin forces and threats of foreign gunboats and 
destroyers in Amoy and Foochow harbours I had used the term 
"Reds" in place of "Communists" in this description. My 


young friend thereupon remarked, "Those weren't Reds." "Sure 
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they were,” I countered, “they were part of the Kiangsi 
army." "They aren't Reds. The newspapers called them that, 
but they weren't." "Well," I answered, not wanting to get 
into a political argument with him, “they were farmers who 
didn't have enough to eat." He let the subject rest with 
that. At the time of this conversation I was not well post- 
ed on the subject of the Kiangsi Communist government, but 
Since then I have been reading CHINA'S RED ARMY MARCHES by 
Agnes Smedley. On some future occasion I shall try to ascer- 
tain just what was his idea in saying that the Kiangsi people 
were not Reds, whether the Cantonese have some idea that the 
Kiangsi set-up is different from their own brand of ideas, 

or whether he was just tes ting me to see what my definition 
of a Red was. 


While we stood talking in the street, the young slot- 
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machine man, ‘above mentioned } came along and stopped for a 


word. then he had passed on, I told my friend of my first 


talk with the other young man, at which time he had made the 


ridiculous statement to me that Canton belonged to America 

and when I laughed at him, changed it and said it belonged to 
Russia. When I asked my friend what was his idea of the rea- 
son for such a silly statement, he answered, "Aw, he was born 
in Ba on he thinks he is a regular American; he don't want 


to know anything about China. Lots of these American-born 
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fellows are the same way. We tell them they are fools, that 
the Americans don't give a dam about them, won't consider 
them Americans, and that they had better play along with the 
Chinese, but they think they are better than their parents 
and won't let their parents tell them anything about the old 


country. As a result they make such crazy statements as that." 


Peed 4 

7 => 
ogre 
2% 

»] 

at 


ic) ROI 


in i 


oi Pabiancs é'aow, nh ts aah s « 
mtd ean gaat wit) et back gat 


ver & a > whe ‘e 


4 
i Pe 
i 
J 
i“ aad 
> 
h 
4; con U 
AM | 
j 
q: ry 
4 
< 
; 


pala iit 4, : ; 
“ogg Ne) 


‘4 oh , bo 7 7 a he 
4 , 7 


i et ie} oh 


$ 


_ Wit Tales Composea in California 


The Tragedy of the Seventh Day 


It was in this manner that my friend Jung, the 
son of my Uncle Quan met his death, a death which 
started its fatal course on the seventh day of the Chie 
nese New Year, the birthday of Men, And although Jung 
did not die till the tenth day of the New Year, the 
birthday of the Robber, all his relatives and friends 
ascribed his death to what occurred on the fateful 
birthday of Mens 

It all happened like this. My aunt Quan was 
one of the most superstitious women in town and dure 
ing the New Year's celebration she was doubly so, boe 
ing very particular about our manners, our duties, 
our speech, and the correctness of our behaviors 

Jung, her eldest son, was, on the contrary, very 
modern in speech and manner and he always scorned the 
strange customs aml observances of the old mother coune 
trye 

I remember very well how, one time, when I was 
out in the street playing with him, he said to me, 
"Ming, I wish my mother was like yours. Your mother 
does not have small feet and she does not dress herself 
up in the old Chinese clothes. My mother is s0 olde 
fashioned that sometimes I feel ashamed of her." 
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And Jung's face would take on a disgruntied and 
hurt expressions 
"You mustn't speak like that about your mother," 
I told Jung, “after all, she came from China, and you 
were born here in Americas" 
| ®I know," Jung said, "but your mother came from 
Chinas Look how much she has changed." 
"I guess your mother is a little slow in adopte 
ing western customs," I sad to duage 
Jung was twelve years old then, md I was ele 
ven, and many times he and I talked about China and 
how someday, perhaps, we would go back to the old 
country together to visit our native land about which 
we had heard so muthe 
My aunt Quan had two children, both boys. They 
were so different that no one would have ever known 
that they were brothers. In looks, in speech, in. the 
way they acted, they were miles apart. 

' My aunt Quan used to say to mother, "Although 
Jung 18 always quarelling with me nevertheless I like 
him better than Hole Hoi is so wuuch afraid of peoples 
He will never get anywhere in the world like thate" 

My mother would then say, "But Hol is small, 
when he grows up he will lose his fear of people. All 
small boys are like that. When my Ming was small, he 
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was just like your Hole” 

My aunt Quan and my mother wore very close 
friends, almost as good: friends as were Jung and Ie 
| Jung died on the birthday of Robber, It was 
a tragic year and it all started because of aunt 
Quan's superstitious beliefs, Perhaps that is not 
true but, somehow, I still cannot shake that idea from 
ny mai nde | | 

I remember everything connected with that celee 
bration very well, every day of the New Year, and ese 
pecially that seventh day when Jung came inte our house 
and precipitated the event that was to foreshadow his 
death, at least accordin to my aunt Quane 

It was on the New Year's eve that Jung took me 
into his bedroom, a very small room near the end of the 
house, and showed me the red papers on the walls. 

"This is what I mean," he began, his face pained 
at all the bother thet accompanied the New Year, "all 
this fuss and nuisance. Every single vear my mother 
puts those mottoes in my rocm, a small orange under my 
bed and a dime wrapped in red paper under my pillow. 


I'm too big for that sort of thing. Your mother doesn't 


do that to you, does she?" Junge suddenly demanded. 
I answered, "No, no anymore." 
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Jung felt ashamed suldenly, looking around the 
room, feeling thoroughly uncomfortable. 
"I used to like the New Year," he explained, "but 
now everything seems to be the aame year after years 
I wouldn't mind it if I didn't have to do all these 
various thingse And my mother is so particular about 
everythings Why, last year she locked me up in my room 
because I happened to say something that vasn't the 
proper thing to seve 
I looked at Junge He was in tears. | 
"T guesa your mother 1s a little particular, 
Jung," I told hime 
Then we went out of the room, and ‘nto the kite 
chen to watch my aunt quan prepare the Jide for the 
night « 
Aunt Quan was busily engaged inthe kitchen, 
her heir falling down tn uneven streaks across her 
brown face, her apron loosely tied on her thin bodys 
"Well, Ming," she sald, lighting the gas with 
a match, why aren't you home helping your mother te 
prepare for the New Year?" 
"Mother ten't planning anything elaborate this 
year,” I told my aunt Quan, 
Aunt Quan said, "Your mother is getting Just a 
Little too modern now. But your mother has always been 
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like that ever since I can remembers" 

Aunt Quan moved across the kitchen with her 
quick steps, carrying bowls of water and fancy Chinese — 
foods to the stoves 

"Why don't you stay for the midnight jide,” 
aunt Quan suggested. "Your uncle can take you home toe 
night." | 

"t'l1 have to phone mother," I said, 

I went outside the hallway and phoned my mothere 

"Mother says that I can stay," I told my aunt 
Quan as I came into the kitchen agains 

"Fine," my aunt Quan seid, "You and Jung can 
help me decorate the tables tonight, and help me fold 
the Jay shee." | 

And then she went about her duties of preparing 
the special dimer for that nights 

When avnt Quam finished her work she came out & 
the kitchen tired, the perspiration streaming down her 
face, in long pools of waiters 

ent Quan cleared the parlor table, put on a 
new ollcloth with red flowera painted on ity, and are 
vanged three cups of wine, three cups of rice and three 
pairs of chopsticks, She took a large coffee-can filled 
with sawlust, and in it she put three large red wax 
candles, and what we call "longlife" punks. Then she 
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wont quickly inte the kitchen ani came out with a 
large steaming hot chicken which she put in the mide 
dle of the table, 

Then she took up seme golden papers, trimmed with 
designs and 11t them with the flame of the good luck 
candles 

I stood near the commer of the room watching my 
aunt Quan with eager uyes. I remembered my mother doing 
the sawe thing many years before. 

Jung too watched but with an uninterested exprese 

gion. He had seen her do it many times, and it was 
tiresome to have to see it againe 

ity @unt Quan twirled the burning papers around 
the room, and then gently let them down in a pan on the 
floor. She watehed the papers burn slowly and darken 
inte ashes. “Hol,” she celled out, "Hol, coe heres” 
Hoi, all dressed up in his new clothes, came rushing 
inte the rooms My aunt Quan made Hoi bow his head in 
front of the table and she murmured something that TI 
could not hears 

Seeing this Jung wont outsides I followed hime 

"She won't umke me do that,” he told me, 

"It does look kind of strange," I teld hime 

"f guess my mother never will change," he said 
sadly, looking away inte the distances 
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Aunt Quan's voice called out, "Jung, Ming, 
come in and help me with the tables," 

Jung end I got up and wont into the houses 
Aunt Quan was putting black and red melon seeds in 
delicate Chinese bowls. Hol was filling the other 
dishes with melon,candy and lichee nutse Aunt Quan 
handed me the Pilled dishet.s 

“Arrange them neatly on the table,” she told m@e 

The double layer Chinese lilies were already on 
the table, stately and really mignificient in their 
queer but fascinating Chinese bowls 

"We have the double layer kind too," I said to 
my aunt Quane 

"Ah, yes,” she said, “they are the good luck 
kind," 

Unele Quen came heme just then and he greeted 
me with, "Well, well, Ming, you are here. Why are you 
not home helping your mother bs 

"She can manage alone,” I answered, "and I'm 
staying for the midnight Jide. 

"Your aunt makes the best jide in the world," 
Uncle Quan said.s 

Aunt Quan was sitting at the table folding 
small, pleces of red paper and wrapping up quarters and 
fifty cent pleses in thetie 
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"You must come with your nother tomorrow, and 
I*11 give you one of these lay shee,” aunt Quan told mee 

Later that evening uncle Quan came out of his 
voom with a whole stack cf red paperay and he wrote 
many good luck mottoes on them about prosperity, good 
fortune and greetings for the New Years 

He pasted two or three of them in each roots 

I noticed that the windows and floors had been 
cleaned the day before and I also knew that my aunt Quan 
would lock up her brooms and dustpansa this evening bee 
fore she went to bed, She did it every year end she 
would not take thom out until after the birthday of Mene 

I remembered once asking aunt Quan why she did 
ite 

She answered, "New Year is a tive of good fortunes 
All the dirt and things that have accumulated on the 
floors are signs of money and fortunes One mist not 


_ sweep up moneys" 


Midnight was drawing near and the rice and jide 
were about ready t@ be serveds 

Aunt Quan was talking to her children, "I want 
poth of you to call everyone by thelr right names toe 
norrows” 

"Tomorrow is the New Year, and you mist be polite. 
When anyone comes, you muat serve tea and be sure to of 
fer it with both hands. You mist pass the sweet melon 
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candy and the black and red melon seeds, When you 


' give them to the quests, remember to say, Won't you 


gather some gold dust?! To the men you must pass 
cigars ané cigarettes. “hen you offer tea, also ofe 
fer the slices of thin cocoanut candy for the cuestea 
to sweeten the tea, And also wear your new clothese" 

Jung listened to all t hls in a sort of dreamy 
disguate 

"and, remember, no fighting tomorrow," uncle 
Quan put ine 

Midnight was approaching rapidlye Amt Quan 
set the kitchen table, arranging the bowls and chope 
sticks, ‘The odor of cooked food filled the kitchen aire 
I felt very tmngry. At exactly midnight aunt Quan called 
us in and we seated ourselves at the table while she 
brought forth the Jide, Tiere wore bamboo shoots, bean 
sprouts, dried bean cakes, black silky delicacies and 
many other Ingredients all esoked In one tempting mize 
turee We all had a big bowl of rice as well, 

"Do you eat Jide with your family?" my aunt Quan 
demanded of me» 

"ve have thet tomorrow morning,” I told my aunte 

We ate in silences 

After we had eaten uy uncle Quan took me homes 

"Come tomorrow,” he said tn partinge 
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a will, uncle Quan," i saids I entered into 
the darkened house and went to beds « « 


Then the first day of the New Year arrived, the 
birthday of the Chicken, I remember that it dammed 
dark end grey, end that heavy rain clouds clustered in 
the distance, threatening to rain on this first day of 
the celebratione 

I remember thet 1 woke up weary and co pletely 
tired, having cone to bed late the nicht before, efter 
twelves The sky was crey and dreary exactly as it had 
been year after yoar's Somehow the first day of the New 


Year is always dark ari solemne 


I came downstairs all dressed up in my new clothes, 


Mother was wearing her long silk robe, her face all powe 
dered and rouged with fresh colorse She locked mich 
younger, the new clothes and makeup making her mich more 
beautiful than usual.e 

"Happy New Year, mother,” I greeted here 

Bether took out a Pifty cent piece, wrapped in 
red paper, and handed it to me. 

‘nd here's one from your father," she said, hande 
ing me anoths? ones 

"Thanks, mother," I saids 

Om the table there were two bowls of oranges, sare 
ranged in a very neat design. And also there were two 
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dishes of melon seed. We had rething elaborate like 
my gunt Quane 

Mother said to mo, "Be ready to go over to aant 
Quan goon, Don't soil your clothes with the fire- 
crackers” 

I went out ‘nto the street and opened the packe 
age of Wong Kong Hing firecrackers, 11t a punk, and 
then shot them off complete in one chaine Vother wate 

) ched me from the window, smilinge 

At noon mother took me over to Aunt Quan's house, . 
telling me on the way, "Be careful of your behavior and 
your mamers, You know how particuler your aunt Ise" 

Jung was out in the street with Holi, anc both 
of them were wearing their new clothes, looking very 
clean and neats 

He grected me and said to mother, "May luck and 
fortune be wth yous” Mother eulled a big sutle and 
handed a lay ghee to Jung and another one to Nol. 


Aunt Quan was eli dressed up that morning. She 
was wearing her long earrings, and golden bracelets 
gleamed on her slender arms. Her hair was smoothiy 
oiled with wax and her brown face was white and pinke 
igh in colors. Like mother, she looked much younger 
than usual that daye 

Aunt Quan and mother exchanzed greetings end my 
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aunt Quan invited us to go into the living room where 
Jung offered mother tea and melon seeds. Aunt Quan 
and mother talked ab ut lottery tickets and everything 
pertaining to the good and fortumatese Unele Quen talke 
ed about riches, money, «nd in the end he said to moe 
ther, "May you have lots ef good fortune in the coming 
year." And mother said politely, Tand you tooe" , 
Karly that morning aunt Quan had prepared some 


gin dur, Chinese d ugh cakes, and she brought them out, 


nice and brown and very good to cate 


I went out inio the street with dung and Hole 


| Each of us had three packages of firecrackers, & package 


of Wong Kong Hing, and two packages of sliver Piashlight 
CYECKELS « 

"You know, Ming," Jung sald, "I rewenber how I 
used to collect all my lay shees and sut them inte a tin 
vOke Now 14 doesn't seom to be fun anycoree. I guess 
I am too big for that sort of thinge® 

Yost interrupted and sald, "I heave already ree 
ceived about ten Jay shees today." 

We shot fireerackers ali along the street, ani 
they made a lot of noise and disturbance, 

Mother was about to go hom@. ‘She said, "Ming, 
go wash your hands." 

The fivecrackersa' powder had smudged my hands black 
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and mother did not want me to soil my new outfite 

Zelore mother left she said to my aunt Quang 
"Be sure to come over tonight. I am going to make 
gin dur and woo tow go for the mestse” 

My aint Quan said, "X shall be over at severe" 

Then wy mother anc I went homes 

When we reached home I saw that one of mother's 
friends had come and he was munching melon seeds and 
talking to father about business for the past years 
He stood up and smiled a big amile wher he saw mother, 
He dipped his hands into his pocket and pulled out a 
fifty cent pieces that was ot wrapped in red papery 
for he was quite modern and so did not wrap his money 
in ved papers I thanked him and offered him cigars and 
cigaretted.s 

"Why, Ming is a big boy now," he said to mothers 

"He is twelve, just as big as your Wei Mon," 
mother said.» 

"My Wei Mon is thirteen according to Chinese 
age," he saite 

"Pather told me, "Go piay some good music, ‘The 
Big Open Door! nowe® 

The loud music echoed through the hous@e 

"Don't play any sad or melancholy music today," 
mother told me, “Your father does not like ite" 
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All day long guests came and went and in the 
evening I found that I had received quite a lot of moe 
ney, about four dollers,. Mother told me to savo it and 
put it in the bank after the New Year. | 

In the evening aunt Quan, uncle Quan, Jung and 
Hol came over. Jung was very moody and unhappye 

_ He said, "All day long I have been offering tea 
and melon seeds to guests. This new suit of clothes is 
just killing me. I hate to weary it." Jung was unhappy, 
feeling uncomfortable and lost in his clothese 

I asked Jung, "How much have you collected ale 
ready?" 

He said, very uninterested, "I don't know. I 
don't count it anymore." 

I leaned close to Jung and said in a very soft 
volee, "I opened my lay shee and I coumted them," I 
told hime 

"Hol received more than I did," Jung told me. 

As the evening drew on, more guests came until 
the house was filled and echoed and reechoed with greet= 
ings and talk of the New Year. We children walked toe 
gether watching everything and everybody. Hol stayed 
near his mther, waiting forthe other people to give 
him moneye 

Mother was very busy in the kitchen preparing the 
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dinner. The odor of cooked food was very temptings 

Soon we had dinner. I helped mother to prepare 
the long table, adding three extra boards to it. Thon 
mother took cut the new waite tablecloth and covered 
the table with ite. Tonight she brought out the ivory 
chopsticks, instead of the bamboo ones.  ottles of 
Ng Kai Pay wine stood at each corner of the tables 
The women, all very young end beautiful that night 
sat together on» one side, and the men sat on the other 
side of the table. We children squeezed in wherever we 
coulds 

First the men drank whiskey in their little creen 
wine glasses, picking up little pieces of the delica+ 
cies thet went with the wines 

Father poured out the Ng Kal Pay, filling up the 
empty cup8 as soon as they were empty. The women were 
a little bold that nicht, drinking homeemade rice wines 
Mother's face suddenly crew red after she had drunk cne 
small cup of wine, But father kept drinking and G@inke 
ing, and there was no change in the color of his faces 

There were roast chicken, mushrooms cocked with 
abalone sauce, ducks, pird'senest goup, roast pork and 
neny varieties of fancy foods. Jung sat in his place, 
eating very little, waiting impatiently to cet home. 
Hoi sat near his mother, eating whatever his mother 
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picked for him with her chopsticks. 


The party was dominated by the gayest of spirits.e 

Mother said, "May all you women have many chile 
dren in the coming year.” All the women amiled, and 
Iam Shee answered, "You are young, but we are olde 
Just let me have sore luck, that is all I desire. Not 
childrens" 

Mother said to Lum Shee, "You are still young, 
4t is I who eam old.” And all the other women broke 
into hearty laughter. The bottles of Ng Kai ray became 
empty. The men and women were a little drunk, it ape 
peared. One of the men began to play a game called 
Chi Mew. 

Pather was a little affected by the strong wines 

Mother told me to go over to the food store and 
bring back some brown sugar. She melted that in boile 
ing water and told father to drink it. He ws much 
better after thate 

The women put on aprons to protect their long 
gowns and went into the kitchen to male gin dur. 

Mother was busily cutting up sweet melon and 
cocoanut candy, cutting the email candy with quick 
movements of her handse 

My aunt Quen was bolling 011 in the stove, 
taking great care to keep us children awaye 
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"Go outside, all of yous" she said to us, "we 
will call you when the dough cakes are ready." Another 
woman was roasting peanuts near the stove. An old we 
man whose face was all in wrinkles was putting candy 
and cocoanut into a small round piece of dough, and she 
rolled it tightly with her hands, The cough became 
round like a ball. Quickly she sprinkled some seeds 
on the table and rolled the dough cakes over them, the 
small seeds sticking to the dough like glue. lum Shee 
was mixing the dough with her bare hands. She poured 
melted brown sugar inte the dough, squeezing and pounde 
ing 1t with the strong movements of her handse 

fhe O11 was now boiling on the stove, My aunt 
Quan was an expert ‘gin dur maker, Mother let her do 
everythings Aunt Quan was very superstitious and she 
insisted that the dough cakes for the first day of the 
New Year should be nice and beautiful. 

My aunt Quan dropped the dough cakes into the 
o11 one by one, squeezing and pounding them down with 
& long flat spoon which she was holding in her hands. 
The other women crowded around and exclaived, "My, but 
they are beautiful." And Aunt Quan was proud, for she 
loved to have people praise her cookingse 

The mon sat in the living room, munching melon 


seeds and listening to the phonograph records, talking 
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about everything they could think ofe 
Mother brought the cooked dough cakes out ine 
to the room when they were finished. dung ate the 
sweetened tind, but I preferred the salted kind, That 
evening I received many more qarters but I was so 
tired that I decided to count them the next mornings 
Before Jung went home, he said to me, “Are you 
going to school tomorrow?" 
"r think so," I told him, "there is no use of 
being absent tomorrow." 
"Hol is go'’ng to stay home for another day," 
Jung saids 
"you come and call me in the morning,’ I told Junge 
The guests all ie ft late that night, thanking 
nether for the nice party and the very pleasant evenings 
I went to bed, tired and yet happy, for 1 had 
received quite a lot of moneyees 


And that second day of the New Year, in the year 
when Jung passed away, that, too, still remains clear 
in my meomorys I remember everything that happened. 

The night had passed, and the birthday of the 
Dog, the second day of the New Year came rushing in 
grey and dark, but no raine 

The dey was as dreary and dull as the first day. 
I still wore my new suit and shoes and the small saie 
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lor cap which I edmired very much. Jung came and 
called me in the early morning and we went to school. 
When I came back mother told me that she was taking 
me to a party in one of the biggest restaurants in 
Chinatowne 
Now the second day of the New Year is one on 
which great and elaborate parties are giveng both the 
restaurants and the homes are decorated and everyone 
is full of the gay and carefree spirit of the New Years 
My aunt Quan was golng to the same partye Woe 


ae ther and I were going, since father had to stay home 


and take care of the small babye 

My aunt Quan came in her bright red new care 
Hol was with her. Jung was missing. I asked Hol, "Is 
Jung not going too?® 

Ho% said, "He said a bad word today and mother 
locked him up in his roome" 

I kmew that if Jung did say anything not quite 
proper aunt Quan would surely punish him severelye She 
was a little more Liberal with Hols 

The bright lights of the restaurant glittered in 
the streets, red, blue, yellow and white. Men and we 
men, dressed up in their best new suits, new long robes, 
wore evident everywhere. I climbed the long steps up 
to the big room where the party was to be held, and the 
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murmurings and noise of the great crowd sounded iike 
the rising and falling of the great sea waves, pounding 
against the shores 

The big room was illumb ated with many bright 
lights and the tables were arranged in regular party 
fashion. Some young boys and girls were passing melon 


seeds and tea to the guestse Mother dropped a lay shee 


inte a box as was the custome 

The party was to start at seven, but it really 
commenced at; elcht. The suests arrived one after anoe 
ther, until the place was crowded with men and women, 
all eager to start the partys : 

Mother and I sat at the same table with aunt 
Quen and Hol,» One dish followed the others The mon 
drank Ne Kei Pey wine by the cupfuls, talking and 


‘laughing with loud, strident voices. 


I thought about Jung all the time. I knew how 
miserable he was, locked up in his room, rebelling 
against his mother, as he had always done in the paste 

At ten the guests began to leave, My aunt Quan 
fot many paper boxes together and collected the lefte 
overs to take home for the next day. My mother helped 


my aunt and my aunt gave mother two boxes of lefteovers. 


And thus the sec nd day of the New Year passed 
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Then came the dawn of the third day, the birth 
day of the Pige 

I saw Jung at school that day and he was mad at 
what aunt Quan had done to him the day before. 

"My mothe is so oldefashioned,” he commenced 
irmvitably. “She locked me in yesterday because I called 
Hol a foole It's all so foolish and silly. I iknow 
your mother wouldn't do it to you if you did thate" 

I thought a while and I knew that what Jung said 
was the truths 

"Mother and i are going over to see the fortune 
telling woman tonight,” I told Jung, "and your mother 
has handed your name in on a plece of red paper." 

Jung scowled, his face took on a hateful looks 

"She does it every year," he said slowly, "and 
I don't see any good in it at ali." Se turned away, 
and started for home. I followed after hin. 

"My mother does 1t every year too," I said to 
Junge 

Jung didn't feel like talking so I left him ae 
lone and went home. : 

That evening about six, mother called me, "Ming, 
Ming, get ready," her volee echoed through the houses 

"Em ready," I called backs : 

My mother came down, her bright robe showing her 
up to best advantages 
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Putting on her new fur coat, she said quicke 
ly, "Come, we mist go see the Goon Yum Goddess," 

I remembered going the year before to an oid 
dirty woman living in dark rooms. She made lots of 
money with her mysterious ways of telling fortunes 
and mother went there every year, sometines my aunt 
Quan went there too.s 

Mother and I stopped in front of a large dark 
house, the windows were covered with heavy films of 
dust, through which could be seen dirty curtains now 
blackened from time and grim@e 

Mother pressed a very small bell. Soon I heard 
the shuffling of feet and the door was opened. We ene 
tered @ small hallway and proceeded up a dark stairs 
Mother and [ went up very slowly so as not to fall 
Gowne ‘The old fear that I alwass felt in going there 
seized me again and I held mother's hands tight, frighte 
ened lest I be lost in this drab and utterly mysterious 
house of the fartune tellere 

After reaching the top of the stairs we had to 
go down another long hallway, to the very od door to 
the room occupied by the old woman with the dirty white 
haire I saw @ sugll idol, crudely colored with now 
faded paint, resting on a smill box near her doorwaye 
The god had an ugly expression on his face and a small 
glass of o11 was slowly buming in a steady flame in 
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front of him, All around this sod there were spread 
red papera on thich were written many Chinese charace 
ters in gold and black letters. 

All of the darkened doors looked the same. 
Mother knocked on the very end doore An old fat woe 
man came out, hier’ hair white, yet black from dirt, 
and ahe smiled at mothers 

She opened the door wide for both of us, and 
said in her dry voloe, "Yappy New Year." 

Mother tovk the red paper from out of her pocket, 
handed it to the old woman, aid remarked "Let us hope 
that all of us will have good fortune for the coming 
years" 

I looked around the voome Noth ng had been 
changed. Everything was exactly as if it had not been 
touched since the year befas and the year before thate 
The same old bed stood near the corner, the game old 
ved table-cloth and the save box of woraeout bamboo 
Slitse 

: The old woman pleked up the box of bamboo and 
begen shaking 1t up anid down with easy, graceful move- 
ments, chanting the name of one of our family in that 
voice of hers which always managed to frighten me, somee 
hewe She shook the box of bamboo slits until one slit 
fell down on the table, Then she put the number right 
next to the name she was chanting out loude 
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The monotonous chanting, conbined with the dim 

Fi gaslight of the room gave a peculiar and spooky feeling 
to the thole ceremony, Mother watched everything with 

eager eyes for she was so interested in whether our fore 

tunes were to be good or bad.that she did not have time 

to notice the uncanny characteristics of the whole roome 

This chanting went on for many minutes, the longe 
er it lasted, the more I began to get frightene’. But 
the end came at last. I felt atrangely clad when the 
old woman finisheds She handed the red peper back to 
mo thers | 

“Thank you so much," mother said gratefully, 
taking out a dollar and handing 1t over to the old woe 
hanes 

The old woman smiled and acknowledged the money 
with thanks. 

Then my mother and I left that terribly dreary 
places 
tile nave to get @ book for tomrrow," mother 

‘ said, “to find out about the different numbers." 

It was late at night when we got home and mother 
decided that tomorrow we would cali aunt Quan over and 
diseuss the mumbers. I was already imagining how Jung 
would feel when I told him about what aunt Quan had 
Gonos I knew that Jung did not believe in such thingseee 
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And the very next day, the »irthday of the 
Lamb, I told Junge He was not surprised, just answere 
ing, "I knew 14 all the tino» Mother does the same 
thing every year." 

"So does my mother," I told hime 

"Well, I guess Chinese women are like that," he 
renarked » 

That very evening aunt Quan and her whole fanily 
came over to our housee We found that 1t was rot necete 
eary to buy a book at all, for aunt Quan knew a man who 
had memorized the one hundred rules of the fortune telle 
ing book by heart. He was a genial looking man, short 
and fat who talked with a very feninine volce, manie 
pulating his hanés unconsciously while he talked and 
naking emuging gestures with thems 

He told each number for ten cents aplece, o x~ 
plaining the origin, the meaning and the good and the 
bad of each ones 

Jung sat there, sullen and moody, paying no ate 
tention to all that was sald. However, the rest of us 
took the occasion lightly, joking and laughing as some~ 
thing amusing turned upe 

When the men came to Hol's mumber he sald, "This 
is the best one of all, lverything that this person 
does and thinks will be successful in the end, In 
luck, in health, in fortune, in everything--success in —~ | 
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Aunt Quan's face beamed with & wide smile, 
for she believed implicitly in these numbers. Jung 
sneered, although I was the only one who noticed Ite 

The - read on, oxplaining tn detall everything 
connected with thet particular number. Soon he came 
to Jung's number and he became solemn ani said, his tone 
of volee changed, "This 1s the first sad note." 

Aunt Quan's face clouded over with wrrye 

The man continued, "This says that June mst 
be very careful of his health during the coming yeare 
His health is threatened by dark shadowa," 

All of us sat thero starting with wide open eyes. 
dmg was calm. Aunt Quan was actually frightenede 

ter that evening Jung took me agide and mid, 

"Ning, you just wateh, nothing te going to happen to 
mi@e If my health does get bad it is not because of these 
numbers, but because It has just come about naturally. 
You mow, all of these sayings seem pure nonsense to 
mee" He cared little about what happened to him, 


That evening wy aunt Quan lost her spirit of 
gey and carefred ioyousness, What the man had said 
about Jung worrfed her creatlye She ws quiet, clane | 
cing repeatedly at Jung, fearing thet something terrie 


ble was te happen soone 


Unele Quan was not much worried about these 
thingse He was not asgupersatiticus as aunt Quany 
for he had dropped many of big old belicfa after he 
came to this country wuichwas fifbeen years agoe 

Late in the evening mother and aunt Quan, un» 
cle Quan and another man played wah jong until mide 
nighte Aunt Quan was so worried about Jung that her 
mind was not on the game, She lost over a thousand 
points in the two rounds of mah jonge 

I counted my money that night, md I had recei-« 
ved & total of almost thirteen dollars in Jey shese 

When Jung went home he said to me againg "Nee 


tii ng is going to havpen to me, just you watche" swe 


The fifth day of the New Year, the birthday of . 
the Horse, came and went without any undue excitement. 
However, that day some guests came to visit uy mother, 
I received some more money. The Chinese lilies had — 
blossomed Into flowerse Mother was glad, for she was 
afraid that the blossoms might not sprout flowers and 
thet was a very bad signe 

"I think all the flowers will be open by the 


birthday of Men," mother said to father late that even= 


inge 
"This war we have good bulbs," father said, 
I happened to think of Jung that night and was 
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& little bit worried myself, somehow, Would souething 
roally happen to him as the man sald? I had thought 

of the matter a long while after he went home the day 
before. I remenbered clearly about a certain wan who 
had his fortune told. le was to cose into great fortunes 
It came truee Then there was tho story of another man 
who was to suffer from very bad luck, that he would never 
have a chance to go ak to his homelands owever, in 
spite of the prediction, he did go back and yveturned 
bringing a lot of moneye Thus worrying and thinking 

of Jung, I fell asleep to await the coming of the next 
day, the birthday of the HorsGece 


The next day I saw Jung again at school. 

He laughed, "Well, so far nothing has happened 
to m@s. I told you nothing was going to happen to mee" 

I dia not tell Jung that I was worried about himo 
I said to Jung, "Some of the flowers have ale 
ready blnomed in our houses" 

Jung answered, "Mother was talking about the flee 
wers this morning. She was afraid that they might 
bloom too late. She thinks that 1t 1s a sign of bad 
luck if the flowers do not bloom before the seventh 
day of the New Year," 

When I went Home that evening I told m ther 
what Jung told me. She looked rather puszled, then 
said, "Your aunt Quan is a very superstitious persone 
She is always worrying,if her flowers do not bloom she 
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will thick she is gokg to have a very bad year aq 
head of her, a year of misfortune, sadness ind Sore 
rows" 

And yet it was In that year that Jung passed 
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Then the tragic birthday of Men dawned, the day 
that Jung came ‘nto cur house and did something that 
clearly foreshadowed his death, at least, according 
to uy aunt Quane Hot only thet. Aunt Quan's Chinese 
lilies failed to bloom on the seventh day of the New 
Year, The bulbs sprouted forth, but only long green : 
leaves came out, the flowers were lost inside the leaves 
and failed completely to emerge. 

I woke up quite early that mormming for it was 
the last lercal day to shoot firecrackers and I want ed 
to take adventaze of every spare moment. I came downe 
stairs and saw mother opening the brown puddings with a 
leng sharp knife. The brown pudding had hardened like 
brow cement and mother was having a hard tine struge 
gling through ite 

' I asked mother, "Whenare we going to eat it?” 

Mother said, "I'm going to fry it in the after= 
noon when your aunt Quan comes over," 

Mother cut the pudding inte thin brown slices, 
putting them in neat piles on a flat wiite plates 
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Ny There was a big dish of raw fish, cut in smll 
a plecesa, on the table. Carrots, sliced in very thin 
pieces, were on the same dish. Inside a brown paper 
bar I sew some fried objects. There were pepper, salt, 
end small seeds, crisply frieds aga 
"are these fish to be eaten raw?" I asked mothers 
"Or course,” mother sald, “It is ths custom to 
eat raw fish on the seventh dey of the New Year, 
| Mother was stirring a big bowl of boiling broths 
She opened the big owl, and the escaping steam 
filled the air with its delicious flavor, Mother stire 
red the broth rith a long spoon. 
"For those eho can not eat the fish rav, we 
have this hot, botling broth.” I remember that f 
_ liked this broth very much, and every single year T 
poured it over the raw fish, and found the taste very 
Gelicionuse | 
| In the afternoon iy aunt Quan, uncle Quan, Jung 
end Hof came over. Hol was stijl wearing his new cose 
tumo, beat Jung had changed into a less conspicuous oe. 
father mixed the raw fish with the carrots, and 
sprinkled some small seeds over them. The fish appeare 
ed red ond raw, They looked indigestible to Kee Mow 
cher brought the hot. broth over and she served it to 
the gym phon end Ey sunt QUAN» 
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I coulé heer the firecrackers exploding all a- 

long Chinatown and the loud noises kept up & continue 

ovs Phythm like the flow of a machine gun, When this 

vhythm was broken by a moment of silence, the city 

seemed quiet am strange until the noise began agalne ° 


Se it was all through the day. 

Jung and I decided to go down to the important 
shops and watch the people shoot off firecrackers. We 
stopped in front of one of the more prosperous stores 
in Chinatown where the firecrackers had been explod’ ng 
for over e® full hour. And still the mon were shooting 
them off, having the tine of their livese The men 
lined up close to the store, each with a burning punk 
in his hands, and thick stacks of firecrackers near 3 
hime The whole street was lined with burnt papers, red, 
green and whi'ee The smell of powder burnt into the 
nostrils of everyone, making thelr throats thirsty and 
arye 

Jung and I watched for over an hour, ani when 
we left the men were still shooting theme My ears bee 
gan to ring from having been so close to the nolse and 
explosione 

When I sot home, my father gave Jung and me some 
packages of lady fingers, auall Chinese firecrackers 
which had to be shot off tn a thole chain or else they 
would not explode at alle 
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dung tried to separate his firecrackers into 
Single onede 

I said, "They will nct explode well unless you 
shoot them off in a whole chain." 

Jung answered, "This way it will last longer." 
And he separated his firecrackers into single ones. 

But I was right. And Jung cave up in the ont. 

It was late afternoon when we heard the prolonged 
sound of gongs and Chinese musice I knew that the good 
luck dragon was coming. Mother hurriedly prepared to 
receive the dragone ~~ 

She vent to the kitchen and got out a fresh lete 
tuce, and tied it to a long strings 

Father hung the lettuce up near the top of the 
outside door. He wrapped up a dollar bill and tied 
that to the lettuce. Down the atreet the dragon pare 
ade slowly made its way, stopping at every store or 
house that had a lettuce hung up in front of ite 
dung end I went down the street, running so as not to 
miss anything. The dragon ws a huge one, with bri ght 
colors. The head shone as it caught the reflectim of 
the sum, and gleamed in all its splendor, the bright 
red end green tail moving now in this, now in that, 
Girection as the men manipulated the head in rhythmic 
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The moving dragon, followed by a group of me 
sicians, stopped in front of our house. My aunt Quan 
was looking out of the window, her bright new clothes 
glittering in the sun. Father shot a package of firee 
crackers, and the dragon danced am intricate dance. 
Then it bowed three times before the door of our house, 
deep, placid bows, After that the musicians played a 
noisy Chinese tune, the cymbals and gongs melting toe 


gether in a melodious harmony. The man under the drae 


gon head moved it with great skill, while the man who 
held the long silk tail of the dragon fanned the tail 
up and down, swinging it in accord with the movements 
of the head, 

Father shot off one package of fircerackers 
efter another. A man was stationed there to sweep 
the exploding firecrackers onto the sidewalk so that 
they would not interfere with the dancing of the dra= 
gone The dragon's sate was wide open, and the man 
under the dragon chewed off the lettuce, money and all 
with one bold sweep. ‘Then the dragon made three bows 
of thanks and continued on its goodwill tour of the 
different homes and storese 

Father continued shooting packages of fire« 
crackerse | 


A nan approached and gave two red carts of 
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thanks to mother, and mother said te aunt Quan, 
"The goodluck dragon has visited our house, ani now 
we must have luck for the coming year." 

Aunt Quan answered, “If I didn't live so far 
away from the main town here, I would hang up a lete 
tuce and some money to chase away the evil that may be 
in my housee* 

Aunt Quan was staying for dinner that night, 
and she helped mother to prepare a larce ani elabore 
ate meal, 

That evening I said to Jung, "New Year is ale 
nost over, I suppose you must be glad of it." 

"Yes, I'm glad,” Jung answered, while munch 
ing away on black melon seeds. "Didn'} I tell you 
that nothing was go'ng to happen to me? I knew that 
all this talk was just pure nonsense, I think it is 
@ waste of money to spend it on such foolish things 
as fortune telling and other such beliefa.* 

He got up quickly then and went over toward 
the table to gct some more melon seeds, Jung was not 
very tall, and he had te reach up high to get then. 
Suddenly I heard a loud noise of dishes being broken, 
and when I turned around there was Jung gathering up 
the broken pieces of classware. A sudden fear leapt 
into his eyes and his face was red with shame, ly 
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aunt Quan came running out of the kitehen, her hands 
holding @ long sharp Imife with which she was cutting 
meat, when she heard the noise. She saw Jung on the 
floor picking up the broken dishes with his handse 

"You'll cut your hand," mother said, "Ming, co 
into the kitehen and get the broom, and sweep it upe" 

Jung did not look at aunt Quan and my aunt Quan 
did not say anything, so impressed was she with wat 
had happened. Jung said in an almost crying vcice, his 
face full of shame and humiliation, "I didn't mean ite 
It just happened.” Then he broke into audible cryinge 
Aunt Quan took him home immediately. 

"He's always getting into trouble," my aunt. Quan 
told mother, “and that this shculd happen on the seven= 
th day§ It is a bad sign.” Aunt Quants face wore a 
worried expression and she seemed suddenly to have bee 
come an old womans | 

Then she said to mother in a very strange and 
quiet volee, so that no one could hear it, "This very 
morning I broke an electric light globe. My bulbs did 
not blossom into flowers, Now Jung has broken your 
dishes on the birthday of Mene These are all bad omens." 

When aunt Quan left, mother too was worriede 
And although she was not superstitious, she couldn't 
help feeling depressed and sad. That evening she said 
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to fathers "I wonder if what the)man said about 
Jung's health will come true or tote" 
Pather said, "Let us nore for the beste" cece 
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Now the New Year was offieially o overs But there 
were three more days of no tmpoytance, mt to us and 
to my aunt Quan, they were the | ot trying days of the 
year for one one of them my fri) end. ,Jung passed awaye 

On the birthday of the reat Jung became sick, 
a slight and unimportant illness it, was at the begine 


_ninge That day I went to see Dunes fie was in bright 


spirits, insisting still that nothing was going to hap= 
pen to hime | N 
He said, looking straight av! me, or mow what 
ny mother is thinking now. She is going te blame all - 
this on what I did at your house yesterday es what the 
old man told her about my number, Jung was cheerful, 
although his face was white and pale, | = knew hat 
many people got sick during ‘the New Tear because of 
the of and rieh foods they ates and’ undoubtedly, I 
thought, Jung was sick because of thate wh 
fo comfort Jung I told him, you) vt 11 get well 
soone I know that all those foolish volitefs hevehnos 


thing to do with your illness. [I will cone and se 
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you tomorrow.” ‘s 


Yet, somehow, I felt worried vhen I left hime 
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My mother asked me how Jung was, when I 
reached homes 

"He is just a little sick, " I told mc hers 

Mother went over thet night to visit Junge 
Try as she would, she couldn't get rid of the feele 
ing that — Jung's sickness hed been brought ae 
bout by what had happened the day before. 

Aunt Quan was greatly worried. 

We are going to have a bed year," aunt Quan 
told mother that nights everything seems to be againe 
st us this year." 

Mother told aunt Quan not to worry and that 
everything would come out for the best in the endeee 


Then come the birthday of the Soldier. I went 
over that morning to see Jung, His condition had bee 
<n WOrse, and he had a bad fevers a ng was asleep 
when I arrived at Aunt Quan's house 30 I did not have 

@ chance to talk to him that daye | " 

The doctor was just coming out ‘trae Tyng's POOKie 

He said quite solemily, “His heart is very weake 
It is best to send him over to the hospital for a few 
days and as soon as possible. His condition is quite 
bad rowe" ‘a 

I told @unt Quan wiat the doctor ae but tno 
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was no need for, from her face, I knew that she une 
derstood exactly wat it wase Aunt Quam did not 
want to do it, She said, "Jung is such a strong boye 
He will get well soon.” 

whe doctor went away, shaking his head slightlye 

Late that afternoon Jung complained that he had 
a sore throat. His voice was low an’ dry. The doctor 
had told aunt Quan that Jumg bad diptheria and that his 
heart was very weak. But amt Quan determined to cone 
sult a pul reading doctor firsts 

It was late thet night, almost ten o'clock that 
aunt Quan telephoned to mother. She was excited, talke 
ing quickly and loud. Mother told me to phone the doce 
tor to come over to Jung's house, I did that. When I 
reached aunt Quan's house with my mother, the doctor 
was already there, Jung moved uncomfortably, writhing 


‘in his bed. Aunt Quen was sobbing softly. She was ae 


fraide 

The doctor said, "This boy must be sent to the 
hospitsl inmedfiately." Aunt Quan did not know what to 
Go. Mother tried to make aunt Quan see it the doctor's 
way, but even in this hour of supreme tragedy aunt Quan 
was very stubborne 

The doctor said to me before he left, "That boy 
will die wiless he is given the greatest of care.” TI 
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told that to mother when I got hones Mother said, 
It all 


one can. never tell about this sort of thinge 
depends. But your aunt Quan should have let Jung go 


to ve bospital.” 
i That, ‘night I dreamt about Jung and that he had 
I was afraid, but I did not tell 


ated An nip homes 
voter abint ny Areaiieese 
The birthday of the Robber dawned, the day that 


A. od friend Sung dieG, If was quite early ‘n the morne 

\ dng wngn the telephone rang out through the house. 

| fasted | mol up quickly, and she Imew tha {in this early 
UP, ‘here must be Something umusual., She was righte 


J te 
ed Quan was ‘sobbing over the telephone. 
She came uti into 


Mother mung up quickly. 
holding a small glass. She wanted some urine 
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\ ‘Z Wed 
{te save Junge ut 
. dung wag act! ing so strangely and queerly that 
Mother took the filled class, 


gant Quan was afraid. 
and told me to telephone the doctor to go over to Jung? 


mee , 
i houses | ¥: 
Mother nived @ taxl and rushed over to save Jung 


ht “3 z : Fd 4 
dh 
with the urinee “Aunt Quan poured it down Jung's throat. 


tle choked; then he died, My aunt Quan cried. Jung was 
But aunt Quan did not bee 


pow as white as B COrpSe. 
/ Uteve Jung was dead. 
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She yelled out loud, frantically, "Get him 
over to the exer gency hospital. He mst be saveds* 
Jugn was already dead, but uncle Quan and my father 
took him over to the emergency hospital, 

Jung had died long before he reached there. 
When uncle Quan heard that Jung was really dead, he 
slumped down on the floor, cold and vhite. He had 
fainted, Father took the dead body back to the houses 
Aunt Quan lost control of herself completely, weeping 
and moaning loudly. I became frightened. I had never 
seen a big person crying before. Mother wiped her eyes. 
‘Unele Quan and father sat very quiet, each unable to 
say anythinge 

The doctor arrived. There was nothing that he 
could de» He went back to his office. I went back — 
home, the memory of Jung's white body still lingering 
in my memorye I could not believe that Jung was dead. 
A few days ago I was laughing and talking with hime 
Ye shot firecrackers together. Now he no longer moved; 
he was dead, And suddenly I burst into tears, crying 
for my friend Junge He was the best friend that I ever 
had, ami now I would see him no morée 

The next day I brought some flowers to @unt Quane 
Her face was full of lines and her eyes were red with 
weeping. Aunt Quan gave me a dime wrapped with a piece 
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of browm sugar. Then I came hom€ees 


The New Year was over and the tragic death of 
Jung threw all of us into a sad and unhapry states 
How many tizes in the days that followed I heard aunt 
Quan telling the old folks that dung's death was inev- 
itableg Jung simply had drawn a bad mumber, she said, 
and the flowers did not bloom on that seventh daye 
Jung broke dishes on the birthday of Men, and she broke 
an electric light globe. How could all this be coin- 
cidence, she asked» 

And the very old folks who were ready for the 
grave nodded their heads and agreede 

But I, I missed gy good friend Junge In school 
and when alone I thought of him. I remembered how he 
said to me, "Nothing is going to happen to me, Ming." 

And yet 4t did happen, and I do not imow whe-| 

ther it was fate that caused his death or whether it 
was due to those i111 omens that occurred that year in 
such vapid succession. What difference does it make? 
I know only that I missed my good friend Jung very much 
indeed e 
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The Kindly 01d God 


He is an old kindly looking man, wearing a large 
full cloak of blue, trimmed with golden borders. His 
shoulders are covered with a magnificent red cape, which 
is also trimmed with gold. He wears an elaborate crown 
on his head. In his hands he holds a small picuture of 
a white animal reclining on the ground. Up above him 
there hang red curtains ef dazzling colors. And what 


is this, you ask me? It is the picture of a Chinese god. 


There he stands, up on the little shelf, so serene 


and unaware of everything that is happening. The long 
punks glow with a mellow licht, illuminating his kind 
face and eyes. He looks like an old man who is still 
strong and sturdy despite his agee The picture is sur- 
surrounded with a trim black frame, and over the edges 


of the frame is spread a piece of thin red silk. On top 


of the frame there loom up two peacock feathers of bright 


colors. Ina little glass, a steady light burns con- 
tinually. Sometimes it seems as if the expression of 
the god changes. He laushs; he is angry; he is joyful, 
and yet, through it all, his expression does not change 
in the least. 

No matter where one stands, one can see his eyes 
strain, steadily at you. 

His name is Buk Dei. And the story about him 
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takes one far back, to a happening that took place long 
ago in China. 

One year there came to a certain section of China 
a@ raging disease that swept all over the countryside. 
Many people died and quickly. There seemed no way of 
stopping it. Then, one day a group of old villagers got 
together and said, "There is evil in this land of ours 
and we must get rid of it before it is too late.” So 
many large bamboo firecrackers were prepared, and, on 
the second day of the second month of the Chinese calendar, 
these bamboo firecrackers were shot off with a great deal 
of elaborate ceremony. And, strangely enough, after this 
Gisplay of fireworkds the disease suddenly came to a halt 
and the old villagers said that the firecrackers had 
scared the devils away. 

Thereafter in the years that followed, on the 
anniversary of the same day, the ceremony of shooting 
large bamboo firecrackers was practiced regularly. 

| Now as it has happened to all other customs, the 
people over here in America celebrate this holiday ina 
slightly different fashion. 

In the 2ittle town of Marysville, California, 
there is a temple dedicated to this god, and every year, 
on the second day of the second month of the Chinese calen- 


dar, this ceremony of shooting off large bamboo firecrackers 
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. The nature of the life, particularly the hard- 
ships under which the average Chinese live, will pers 
haps be best understood if I summarize the life of three 
typical individuals, all natives of Kwantung Provinces 
Let us call them, respectively, Chen, Kwan, and lirs, 
Tang. Chen's account is particularly interesting bee 
cause he succeeded eventually in obtaining an excellent 
education and was conscious of the political situation 
of his country and the larger economic issues that were 
involved, 

Naa 5 The family of Chen had engaged in farming for 
many generationse His family was poor, belonging to 

the group of peasants which used to have no land of its 
Owne Every year, during the first few days of the Chie 
nese New Year, his family, as well as other peasants who 
had no land and did not wish to rent any from the land} 
lords, had to bicyele to the village hall to secure a 
field from the so-called "village commmne," 

These commnes in Kwantung Province usually owned 
& certain amount of land around the village. How the 
lands were acquired and by what means, nobody knows. 


These lands were supposed to be the property of the whole 
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the civil authorities to report upon local conditions. — 
For instance, during the Manchu Dynasty anyone who wont 
to Peking to take the Imperial examinations was paid 
all his travelling expenses by the village, including 
those of his servants. 

Even after the soecalled revolution which was 
supposed to have done away with the special privileges 
of the governing class, a high echoed graduate received 
double share in the distribution of village profits 
and other privileges. Of course no sons of peasants 
would ever have been given the honor of taking the Im 
perial examinations at Peking or, for that matter, of 
dreaming of the right to go to high school, even though 
more than ninety per cent of the populution of the 
country was illiterate. 

It has always been known that in China the lare 
ger landlords and wealthier classes were famous for 
their corruption and public officials were, of course, 
always at their beck and call. It was not strange 
therefore that the propertied class of the village, 
the so-called Tuho class, should have aped the manners 
of their superiors and become even more corrupte 

The lands of the village were under the control 
and the manarcement of the Tuho class, and were rented 


to the peasants of the same village. There was no 
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THR WOMEN OF CHINA AND THR CHINESE WOMEN OF 
AMGRICA 


Daring the relgn of the Emperere in China the Chinese 
women Wore oppressed by the men, Although the moral philose 
ophy was ond still is based on the teaching of Canfuclus, its 
philosophy had much te do in suppressing the women. Soman's 
plese fea at home, to obey her parents before marriage, to 
obey her husband after marriage, and to obey her sons after 
the death of her husband. She could not participate in any 
eocial or political activities, nor eould she voice her opine 
ions in her home. According to an old Chinese proverb, "A 
virtuous woman is without education". Thus education for woe 
man Was gacarce end only for the aristocratic cless. 

Since the overthrow of the Emperor and the establ' shacnt 
of the Chinese Republic, the Chinese women have been awakened 
by thie movement to a realisation of their social position 
ang they have begun to volee their slogan of the emancipation 
of the Ghinese woman, ) 

There are two typec of chinese wOMEN «= the progressive 
and the backwerd types. ‘Women who live in the citiee and who 
are Gducated are the advancing typo. Women who live in the 


villages and who are illiterate and ignorant are the backwara 


type. 

Gonectous of the importance and the advantages of their 
freedom and equality with men, the advancing women ere eager 
toeducete not only themeslves but aleo others and to help 
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reise the soclel conditions of women. in the sdvecation of 
mase education, theese women go into the iower sections of the 
eities and into the viliages to teach the poor peeple to read 
and write. Today we find many women partici pating in the so~ 
Glial and political movements as weil as in the profeecional 
fielde. During the year 1927 many women wearing uniforme fought 
together with the soldiers of the Nationalist Party against 
the militarist forces from the north, In spite of the protest 
from the o1¢4 folks, they marched forward with e courageous ame- 
bition. 

Being held Baek by the feudalfstic ideas, the women of 
the villages are the gost conservative. in some parte further 
inland, in Chine, we find young women still bind their feet. 
They stiil cling to the old feudslistis phidjesophy of vonfuciua, 
that mem are superior to women. Secause they are mostly poor 
peasants, they have not opportunity to receive an educetions 
They are ignorant anc do not know any‘hing outside their own 
OMe » 

the Chinese women in America ere fre« and equal by law, 
but socially they are not. They are still bound by the feud« 
alistic ideage held by the old people who emigrated from China 
many years ago, and who do not know tt China le changing» 

There arc also two types of Chinese women in America. ‘The 
nativeeborn is one type and the foreign born la the other. 


do i 2htooer ein ent! te site 8 nei a 
Bia ei ; 


wit 6 wikost 08 7.) vib ent % et co) nwo ip | 
Yh heiols tee wer be be al oni tae ‘pas bisa " 
oil ae se ae SAG, Ost i bi "ioe yd 0% 1 vat we ‘eepeh, oo 


, i oF . A % rg iy” ei at ‘a AR ot diene pear da ot rhaoy a i 
Pv YN i en # ef. boy ‘pat. qt ‘yap gad ‘ 


SS ey SPN: Bb. rust The . ee BP ' Cia 
nibnone Ck GAEEar cL tom wee’ Le wan dike nig ad ee “goa 
Saneinta v4 Ww ek, Se at tnsiveg bedi wget 

we ree eae | Te a wae aaa tbe vi 


we 


oy j ‘ i Ca 
iby “hee wits ‘oo ie AD ay : a% t ” 


‘a gaeoo 54On wil’, Ota Cees pee. “ 


Caviv ae ehh Pie fe 9 ee ae eo 


oe ‘eueui doa Way a hyve ty wri oy eats, aa weed ris ct ‘sponse 


ke ae oe ae 


bay 4 or en i Bi “ ? a7 tL] i fi g ie da Bort) up 08 geek q 


aw 


te bid wel oe Hie od ais orl pint iat 


reo "¢ + TA PA tert 45 geil : wih ro Gite nod wodinin ig oon, ee By 
Pore ee ee it tala PoE yon eoh dei wwohaat ‘ 
sy Leuit 5. gui Tee w pete pi vn en seal 
; | ug ; aa see’ with ou bret cr poate sila rane aw ey 


dda: eee % oy Pm hc patency 


ee j 
f .° % oa ae ey P 1 Ty 


‘aiuhitl) Mauch BOE nt dds obzeen Vie wad! ga DOM Heh | 
nbtacnte ere mb sid ther « bo he 0 ‘ohte ‘bide (ona 


. eo 
eer ant smastanin a ion eel ee, bath ati ripe 
+f fi “a . ad 5 pe bat it 

; ia ee: dst ee eid cat ti oy a, oo 


Re tige Hi 


» 3 


The latter come from the villeges of China. Ag we Enow, they 
mostly belong to the peasant clase. Being unéeducsted for the 
most part, theee women are backward end perpetuate the oldest 
ideas from the villages. The Amerieen born Chinese woman is 
edue sted in the publie achoole; many of them are anfluenced by 
the old tredition and have no ambition to go forward nor to 
elevate their thoughts. However, many are clever snd have an 
artistic teste in dreseing, but when it ¢ mes to a basic probe 
lem they are handicapped. They have no interest in politics 
or sociéty, except dancing. They think polities ie nothing bat 
erookedneas, and they do not know what Kind of politics they 
should learn. 

Ae we gaid, the ideas of the native born are influenced by 
the old traditions of their parents, and these native born woe 
men, coming into contact with American customs, do not know 
the veritable custome of the Chinese folk. ‘Thereforw the Ghine 
‘one foreign-born flout the native-born. ‘there ie a epectal 
name, "moeno", which means “no brain", for the nativeeborn. 

The Chinese women either in America or in China are 4 
“downelocking" class. ‘hie idea stili atrongiy existe in the 
minde of the old Ghinese folke., The women in Chine cannot re- 
eeive equal righte with men. In America, the Chinese women 
atill receive less wages than the men. it has been said that 


women are "commodities and playetoye". then a woman is divorced 
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from her husband, she ie not considered 2 good wousn. A dive 
orcee Wiil have a difficult time to find another husband, if 
her @xehusbend heppene to belong to a certain "Tong". A tong 
is an organization originated in the pioneer daye in Califor~ 
nia ond etill existe to protect ite members in business and 
ite members’ wives from @thera' interference. The inher tance 
from the old feudalistie ideas de that the women cannot partie 
‘ Cipate in any socisel or poliéieal organization, consequently 
in the femily associations the women are not permitted to 
doin. These feudalistic organizations only protect the men 
enc suppress the rights of women. #ith such inequality and 
diecrimination, mo voice or pretestation is raised by the woe 
mon of the foreign=born or netiveeborn Chinese. 
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i Tk WOMEN OF GHINA AND THE CHINESE WOMEN OF 
‘ AMERICA 


During the reign of the Emperors in China the Chinese 
women were oppressed by the men. Although the moral philos- 
ophy was and still is based on the teaching of Canfucius, its 
philosophy had much to do in suppressing the women. iioman's 
plece fas at home, to obey her parents before marriage, to 
obey her husband after marriage, and to obey her sone after 
the death of her huebend. She could not participate in any 
social or political activities, mor sould she voice her opin- 
4ons in her home. According to en old Ghinese proverb, "A 
virtuous woman is without education". Thus edueation for wo- 
man was scerce and only for the aristocratic class. 

Since the overthrow of the Emperor and the eatabli shment 
of the Chinese Republic, the Chinese women have been awakened 
by this movement to a realization of their social position 
and they have begun to voice their slogan of the emancipation 
of the Chinese woman, 

There are two types of Chinese vomen -- the progressive 
and the backward types. Women who live in the cities an@ who 
are educeted are the advancing type. Women who live in the 
villages and who are illiterate and ignorant are the backward 
type. 

Conscious of the importance and the advantages of their 
freedom end eguality with men, the advancing women are eager 


tosducate not only themselves but also others and to help 
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CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS IN CHINATOWN 


The Chinese people in the United States of America con- 
sider their own Chinese language as important as the English 
lenguage. They feel that if the younger generation has no 
knowledge of the Chinese language it is lost from the father- 
land, China. They anticipate that the understanding of the 
Chinese language by the younger generation will make a bet- 
ter citizen and will enable the youth to comprehend the Chin- 
ése customs. 

Consequently, in this Chinatown there are ten denomina- 
tional Chinese Langugge Schools and several private schools 
opérated and taught by individuals. Of these ten denomina- 
tional schools, five (with and enrollment of eight hundred 
and three) are controlled by the Protestants; one (with an 
enrollment of two hundred and fifty) is controlled by the 
Catholics; and four (with an enrollment of seven hundred and 
ninety-five) are controlled by the political and feudalistic 
groups. The approximate enrollment in the private schools 
is two hundred pupils. The tuition fee of these denomination- 
al schools and private schools is from one dollar to one dol- 
larcand seventy-five cents a month. Of the three thousand and 
seventy-two Chinese in San Frwncisco between the ages of six 
and twenty-one years there are sixty per cent, or one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-eight pupils attending these Chinese 
schools. The hours are usually from five p.m. to eight p.m. 
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Before the depression there were greater numbers in at- 
tendance. Many boys and girls over the age of fifteen are 
attending these schools. They are active and conscious of 
the political movement in China; they make speeches on the 
street corners, parade in Chinatown, and dramatize in the 
Chinese theatre. 

At present there are few over the age of fifteen who 
can attend the Chinese schools, because many boys and girls 
have to work after English school. Those that do not work 
cannot afford to pay the tuition fee. These students are 
very inactive regarding the political mo ement in China or 
in America. There are, of course, many reasons for this: 
in the first place the boys and girls are very young, and 
haven't the initiative to lead themselves; in the secom 
place the student movements have been suppressed by the 
teachers and the faculty because they do not want the stu- 
dents to be conscious of the politia@l issues confronting 
the present-day world; and in the third place four schools 
are dominated by the political groups (such as Kuomintang 
and the conservative parties) and the feudalistic groups 
(such as the Family and District Associations). Naturally 
the dominating groups are firm in their determination to 
kesp the students from any movement in which they might wish 
to participate. Six of the schools ere dominated by the 
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churches, and they too do not Wish to elevate the thought of 
the students except in trying to persuade the younger genera- 
tion to become Christian. 

After spending all morning and all afternoon in the Ingl- 
ish Public Schools, the Chinese boys and girls are really 
tired and like to rest; therefore many do not care to attend 
another school, though some are forced to do so by their par- 
ents. After the Chinese school, the students have no time to 
study both English and Chinese homework. Most of them choose 
to study the English homewrk because they feel that the Engl- 
ish language is important to them. 

Although the old folks usually force the youth to attend 
the Chinese school, the Chinese boys and girls do not really 
learn the Chinese language as well as they should. the Chin- 
ese is a difficult language and the writing of the Chinese 
characters is much more difficult than the spoken Language. 
With nine or ten hours of studying in both schools the studenb 
are actually over-worked if they try to perfect their knowl- 
edge of the two languages at the same time. 

Furthermore, some of the teachers of the Chinese school 
use the old method of beating the head or body of the misbeha¥- 
ing students with a bamboo stick. This ill-treatment by the 
teacher doés not improve or encourage the students to behave 


or to be interested in the Chinese school. In some schools 
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there are no janitors, and the students have to do the clean- 
ing and sweeping of the school rooms; they even have to clean 
the lavatories. The lessons in most schools consist of Chin- 
ese history, geography and reading. In some schools abacus is 
being taught. Sinee the Chinese government proclaimed tmt in 
order to maintain the Chinese morals, the old ancient books 
should be taught to the children, time is given to this study 
also. Today in Chinatown the four schools controlled by the 
political and feudalistic groups are teaching the ancient books 
such as the "Four Books", "Historical Classics", etc. These 


have no use to the present generation. 
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THE CHINESE WORKERS IN ALASKA 


When the cannery season opens in Alaska many Chinese work- 
ers are always hired. According to reports, there are about 
four or five hundred Chinese workers hired to work in Alaska 
canneries each year. Influenced by the superstitions ideas of 
the older generation, the Chinese people have a feeling that & 
to go to Alaska means "bad luck" in their lives. There are 
two reasons for this: the first is because thes weather and 
climate in Alaska are @ifferent from the place in which they 
are used to living. Because of this difference in weather and 
climate, many Chinese workers develop some kind of sickness 
after they reach the land. ‘the old Chinese superstitious péo- 
ple therefore said that Alaska is a terrible place. From this 
paint of misunderstanding, these people even think that Alaska 
is a ghost land because the ghost always makes the people 
Sick. The second reason is because the Chinese cannery fac- 
tories in Alaska are owned or controlled by the Chinese Tong 
organizations. Dus to the facts, many Tong members alWays ¢s- 
cape from paying dues. Therefore, the Tong leaders threaten 
and force them to go to work in Alaska. By doing so, it can 
give them punishment on one hand, and can collect the dues ow- 
ing at the end of the work. 

But after the depression spread all over, the Chinese peo- 
ple, like many others, are being forced into the unemployment 


camps. They cannot find employment enough to enable them to 
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live. Under these conditions they cannot avoid going to the 
"ghost land", because it is better than starving. However, 
the superstitious ideas still stay in the minds of some of the 
old people. 

As we mentioned above, the Chinese canning factores are 
owned ar controlled by the Chinese Tong organizations. Every 
Ghinese worker who wants to go to work in Alaska must go thru 
the agencies of these tongs. They are the known tong leaders 
and rich merchants in Chinatown. It is not so easy for a Chin- 
ese worker to go to work in Alaska. The reasons are: first 
you must be recommended by their friends; second you must have 
a known person or store to guarantee your wor and activities; 
thrrd you must have experience. But the tong men are all ac- 
cepted. 

There are two kinds of work. One is for three months; 
the other is for six months. The latter is always cheaper in 
Salary. Before he goes to work, every worker must sign a 
contract with the Chinese boss. In this contact, in addition 
to statement of salary and working hours, it is stated that 
anyone who is absent from regular work, regardless of reason, 
must be fined five dollars a day, with salary abolished. Also 
it is stated that the boss will not be responsible for any 
accidents that might happen in the camp or in the factories or 
on the ships. 
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The workers receive their Salaries when they finish their 
three months or six months of work. they earn about one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars for three months, or two hundred and 
fifty dollars for six months. 

The Alaska Chinese cannery workers are usually worked ten 
hours a day, but the extra work they are paid fifty cents an 
hour for. They start to work at three in the morning and work 
until six at night. They sleep in wooden bedg with only three 
meals a day. Because of the Bligned contract, many workers mubt 
work when they are sick. There is no medical care, therefore 
the workers always say, "Take care of yourself. Sickness in 
Alaska means death". 

The Alaska Chinese cannery workers are unorganized. A 
few years ago they started a struggle in some Camps for better 
conditions but the struggle was not carried on effectively. 
There was an Alaska Cannery workers’ union established this 
year and the Chinese workers have been forced to join. If the 
Chinese workers are conscious enough to join hands With the 
others, it certainly will be a great change for them in the 


future. 
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THS CHINESE WORKERS IN ALASKA 


When the Gannery season opens in Alaska many Chinese work- 
ers are always hired. <Acoording to reports, there are about 
four or five hundred Chinese workers hired to work in Alaska 
canneries each yoar. Influenced by the superstitions ideas of 
the older generation, the Chinese people have a feeling that 4 
to go to Alaska means “bad luck" in their lives. There are 
two reneons for thias the first ie because the weather end 
climate in Alaska are @ifferent from the place in which they 
are used to living. Secause of this difference in weather and 
Qlimate, meny Chinese workers develop some kind of sickness 
efter they reach the land. the old Chinese supsratitiouz peo~ 
pie therefore caid that Alaska is a terrible piace. From this 
péint of mieunderstending, these people even think that Alaska 
ie a ghost lend beceauce the ghost slways makee the people 
gick. The second reagon 1a because the Chinese cannery face 
tories in Aleaka are owned or controlied by the Chinese Tong 
orgenizations. Due to the facts, many tong members always esq 
eape from paying dues, ‘Therefore, the tong leaders threaten 
end foree them to go to work in Alaska. Sy doing so, it ean 
give them punishment on one hand, and can eoileet the dues owe 
ing at the ond of the work. 

‘But efter the depression spread e141 over, the Chineee peoe 
ple, like many others, are being forced into the unemployment 
comps. They cannot find employment enough to enable them to 
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live. Under these conditions they sannot avoid going to the 
"ghost land", because it ie better then starving. However, 


the superstitious ideas etili stay in the minds of some of the 


old people, 
«AB We mentioned above, the Chinese Genning factoros are 
owned @r controlled by the Chinese tong orgenizations. very 
Ghiness worker whe wants to go to work in Alaska must co thru 
the agencies of these tongs, ‘They are the known tong leaders 
and rich msrchante in Chinatown, It 1s not co easy for a Chine 
ese worker to go to work in Alaska. ‘the reseona are: firat 
you must be recommended by their friends; second you suet have 
& known person or store to guarantee your work and activities; 
third you must have experience. But the tong men are cil ee- 
cepted. 

there are two kinds of work. One is for three nonthe j 
the other le for elx months. ‘The latter ig aisaye cheaper in 
salary. efore he goes to work, every worker must elen a 
contract with the Chinese bose. In thie contact, in addition 
to etatement of salery and working hours, it is stated that 
anyone who le absent from reguler Work, regerdless of reagon, 
muet be fined five dollers a day, with Salery abolished. Also 
it is etated that the bose will not be responsible for any 
secidente thet might happen in the cemp or in the factories or 


on the ships. 
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‘the workers receive their eeleries when they finish their 
three months or six monthe of work. they earn about one hundred 
end twentyefive dollare for three months, or two hundred and 
fifty dollars for eix months. 

fhe Alaska Chinese cennery workere are usually worked ten 
hours a doy, but the extra work they are pala fifty cents an 
hour for. ‘They etart to work at three in the morning and Work 
until eix et night. They sleep in wooden bede with oniy three 
meele a day. Because of the signed contmect, seny workers mubt 
work when they are sick. ‘There is no medical care, therefore 
the workers elwaye eay, “Take care of youreeif. Sickness in 
Aleeke means death”. 

the Alaska Chinese cannery workers are unorganised. & 
few years ago they started o atruggie in some campa for better 
conditions but the struggle was not carried on effectively. 
There was an Aleska cannery workers’ union setabiiched this 
year and the Chinese workers have been forced to Join. if the 
Chinese workere ere conscious enough to join hands with the 
othere, it certainly will be a great change for them in the 


future, 
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CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS IN CHINATOUN 


The Chinese people in the United States of America con- 
sider their own Ghinese language as important aa the bngdish 
lenguage. They feel thet if the younger generation has no 
knowledge of the Chinese language it 1s lost from the father- 
land, China. They antloipate that the underetending of the 
Chinese Laiiguage by the younger generation will make a bet- 
ter citizen ond will enable the youth to comprehend the Chine 
eae customs. 

Consequently, in this Chinatown there are ten denomina- 
tional Chinese Language Sehools and several private schools 
operated and taught by individuals, of these ten denomina- 
tional echoole, five (with anf enrollment of eight hundrea 
and three) are controlled by the Protestants; one (with an 
enroliment of two hundred and fifty) 1s controlled by the 
Gatholice; and four (with an enrollment of seven hundred and 
ninety-five) are controlled by the politics] and feudelistic 
groups. The approximate enrollment in the private schools 
ie two hundr:d pupile. The tuition fee of these denomination~ 
al eachools end private schools 1s from one dollar to one dol- 
_dereand seventy-five cents a month, Of the three thousand and 
seventy-two Chinese in San Fmncisco between the ages of six 
ond twenty-one years therw are sixty per cent, or one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-eight pupils attending these Chinese 
sohools. The hours are usually from five p.m. to eight PoMe 
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Before the depreasion there were greater numbers in at- 
tendance. Wany boys end girls over the age of fifteen are 
attending these schools. They are active and conscious of 
the political movement in china; they make specehes on the 
strect corners, parade in Chinatown, and dramatize in the 
Chinese theatre. 

&t present there are fow over the age of fifteen who 
ean attend the Chinese schoolea, because many boys and girlie 
have to work after imglish school. Those that do not work 
cannot afford to pay the tuition fee. These students sre 
yory inective regarding the political mor ement in China or 
in Americe. There are, of course, many reasons for this: 
in the first place the boye and girls are vory young, and 
heven't the initiative to lead themeaelvea; in the secon 
place the student moveszente have been suppressed by the 
te cohers and the faculty begauee they do not want the stue 
dente to be conscious of the politi@1 issues confronting 
the present-day world; and in the third place four schools 
are dominated by the political groups (such ae Kuonintang 
gnd the conservative parties) and the feudalistic sree 
(such as the Pemily and District Assoolationa). Naturally 
the dominating groups are firm in their determination to 
keep the etudente from any movement in which they might wish 
to participate. Six of the sehoole ere dominseted by the 
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churches, and they too do not wish %® elevate the thought of 
the students except in trying to persuade the younger genera« 
tion to become Christian. 

‘(after spending ail morning end all efterncon in the Mmgil- 
ish Public Schools, the Ghinese boys and girle are really 
tired and like to reset; therefore many do not care to attend 
another school, though eome are forced to do so by their por- 
ents. After the Chinese school, the studente have no time to 
study both inglish and Chinese homework. uost of them choose 
to study the English homew rk because they fecl that the Engle 
ish lenguage is important to then. 

Although the old folke usualiy force the youth to attend 
the Chinese school, the chinese beye end girle do not really 
learn the Ghinese language as well as they should. the chine 
ese ic a difficult lenguage and the writing of the Chinese 
characters ic much wore difficult than the spoken lenguage. 
With nine or ten houre of studying in both schools the étudens 
are actually overetorked if they try to perfeot their knowl} 
edge of the two languages at the sane ting. 

Furthermore, some of the teachers of the Chinese school 
use the old method of beating the head or sedy of the misbehav~ 
‘ing students with e@ bemboo stick. This diletreetuent by the 
teacher does not improve or encourage the students to behave 
or to be interested in the Chinese school. in some schools 
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there are no jenitors, and the students have to de the cleane- 
ing and sweeping of the school roome; they even have to ciean 
the iavetories. The iesrons in moet sehocla consist of Chin- 
eee history, geography and reading. In some schools abacus is 
being teught. Sinee the Chinese government procisimed tmt in 
order to maintain the Chinese morais, the old ancient books 
should be teucht to the children, time is given to this study 
also. Todsy in Chinatown the four schoole controlled by the 
political and feudalistic groupes are teaching the ancient books 
such as the “Your Books", "Historical Glessice"”, otc. These 


heve no use to the present generation. 
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; THE CHINESE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATIONS 


The immigration of the Chinese people to the United States 
comes chiefly from the different districts of Canton Province. 
All those who come from the same district, according to the old 
Chinese custom, are considered as brothers in the "same clan”. 
The older generation usually teaches the sons and daughters to 
be kind to each other within their own group, but because of 
the many contradictions in the economic field within these 
groups, such teaching is but the remnant of a feud listic ideal. 
But it has brought about an attempt to organize themselves in 
order to protect the interests of their own group. Such organ- 
izations are known in Chinatown today as the Benevolent Asso- 
ciations. 

There are seven benevolent associations existing in 
Chinatown. Each one of them represents a certain group of 
people who come from the same district. They are: 

1. Ning Young Benevolent Association, representing the 

people of Hoyshan District. 

2. Kong Chow Benevolent Association, representing the 
people of Hockshan and San Wai Districts. 

3. Sam Yip Benevolent Association, representing the 
people of Poon Yes, Nam Hoy, Soon Dick and Far Yin 
Districts. 

4, Sue Hing Benevolent Association, representing the 


people of Yin Ping, Hoy Ping, Yan Kan, Honon, Kao 


Ang easton, usgovnscia danni at 
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5. Young wo Benevolent Ageoctation, representing the 
people of Hayping, toyshun, Tunkan, Golklow and Tung- 
 ehing Dietricta. 
6. Yamoto. ‘Benevolent Ageoclation, javoedeatine the 
people of Bo On, Chumay and iungsgun Dietricte. 
7. Hep. Wo Benevolent Aseocietion, representing the 
people: of Hayping, ‘Toyehun end Yin Ping bietricts. 
More then ninety years ego, after the Chinese people of 
fun Yai and Hoekshen Dietricate inmigrated to California, they 
began to form thakong Chow Benevolent Apeootation. it was the 
first aesociation of this Kind established in the United States. 
The Hop #o Benevolent Agsoc lation wag organised only in the 
last decade. Pifteen yeara ago there were eight Chinese ben- 
evo lent ascooiations, but iater on one of them merged with ane 
other, SET ; Caen 
among the chinese benevolent asvoclations the Sue Hing 
and Ning Young occupy @ powerful poeition because these two 
aseociations Pepregent a large portion of the populetion and 
eontrol a bigger business in Chinatown. besides the benevo- 
— Lent associations there are. @etablished a great many fomily 
organizations. “the fomtly organizations represent. only a 
particular group who come from the same Family. Together with 
the different family orcantzations a benevolent sesoclation was 
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formed. 

Every benevolent association consists of a Board of Dir- 
ectors, of which the Chairman, the Secretary and the Sergeant- 
at-Arms are the important positions. All these high officers 
are not elected by the members but are recommended or appoint- 
ed by the controlling family organizations. 

The members have to pay a certain amount of money for the 
yearly dues. Anyone who fails to pay these dues must pay two 
or three times more when he wishes to return to China; also, 
he will not be allowed to be buried in the cemetery ground of 
the association in case he dies here. The women, however, are 
excepted, since according to Chinese custom they are not al- 
lowed to join the organizations. 

There is also a Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Associa- 
tion existing in Chinatown. It was organized by all the ben- 
evolent associations except Hop Wo; Hop Wo did not come into 
the charter roll when it was organized. 

The Ghinese Consolidated Benevolent Association is sup- 
posed to be a leading body of the Chinese people in Chinatown. 
Its officers are elected by the joint associations. Hach 
association chooses its representatives to the regular confer- 
ence of this organization. 

The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association does not 


really represent the interest of the entire Chinese community. 
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According to the reports of some Chinese benvolent organizations, 


fel sors CONDITIONS OP SE CHINESE LAUNDRY WORKERS 
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there are about sixty five as ebe onan scattered ail over 
the city of San Hyoncisco, 4 au estimation by the Chinese laundry 
workers! union there are at least five hundred people, including 


men and women Gre: employed in this tradc. Ne desire aang ate 


betterment, the Chinese people exted thd Obusiness 


as early as before 1900. ‘The workers in the laundry trade stly 


come|from Sue Yip District, Abcane? they are skillgyparticulang n 

this work. fleece aad ye +he racial discrimination, itCgagneccessary 
for the Chinese laundry ovmers to form an organization to protéct 
their intereswseventy years ago. Jherefore iung Hang tong was 
organized RiMdics still exsist&#{ in Chinatown. However, the Lhinese 
laundry workers are ae most exploited lab@ring class in 
the United States. They =e worm dey and night with only a few 


Alerbeheyz 
hours for rest. Their salaries, Qipao Kec) <eebralives cH. 


* ADT] 4? v7 
¥ tes this point of Ret have ata theltroubleX dee dgrowing =p, 


between the owmers and the workers. there is always a struggle 
with the interest of owners on one hand, and the interest of the 
workers on the other. ‘therefore, @ Uhinese Laundr,y workers Union 


gradually org-nizedweeoe. It is known as Sai Fook Chinese Laundry 


Workers' Union, Since then, th@aQ two —amebeeces, Lung Hang Tong and 
‘ 
Sai Fook Union ave the main negotiation centermof the Chinese 


laundry owners and workers if any trouble happencr . But unfortunately 


Sai Fook Union was contr@led by some businessmen during that time 
(ya? theiK 

and deeply influenced ain aeeue ideas, thus it can pot firmly 
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es oom the interests of the Vhinese laundry workers, ~#+emWexe 
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—— fitty years of its exfistance, this union pas agree 
Zo STS 


proved the working Gonditions of tmet™ members, -eecert+et collect ed. 
a 


dues from them. site ys 
Ph ; eke che ie spread Ofles 1929, the “hinese laundry workers 
~erse- undoubtly str orp suffer@@ konditions. ‘They canoes 


Stand ex jionger #4—this intolerable inhuman life., Frobably they 
\Wrerw cata 
realized it ds. the time for them to voice oe z wm , -herefore, 
Pre Se neste conditions, the Sai Fook Union was forced by 
& group of progressive workers to call a city wide strike in the 
year of 1950. It has written a brightes* page in the history of 
the Vhinese later movement in San francisco. With no demandS wee 
> bapa the strike was settled after a month$strv iggle. the re§sons 
according to the reports gs follow x, i. the testers of the Union 


8 sAwislad, 
hate no desire to strike. 2. TheyWah&e disconnected ith. the rest of 


the Uhinese vps ody bat BE Bette fea the American workers. 3. Most 
of the laundry workers w@*e a close relationship with the owners 


2 a 

they dedsitet want to take jrtirn step against them. 

After the strike was over, dai Fook Union begin—te disors ganized, 
because they aero: confidence ~feém the workers. -et—~-s-—-new 

e 

exgisted wit only Ganame. 

The Chinese laundry workers generally workémee fourteen hours a 

Cert Bannan 
day. they startet~es work at eight in the ast early | aanaoe ten o'clock 
at night. Most places even worktmeeon Sunday$Sand holidays. ‘he 
iS . 
averge sarlary wee about fourtg dollars a month with_room and board 
in the shop. Thewr living places are unsanitary, four or five people 
Ae 


Sleeping in a very small room inside the ve" ao an No8 fresh air and 


sunlight 
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There «8s no modern eqnhipmentf usedin the shop moeidscthowensede 
acs 2 
SSREr hand mA of machines, 


there is an apprentice system steedseped in the laundry shops. 
‘ny one who wish Cale the trade fost ds cof for six months. 
During this period, the owners only pay twenty dollars a month or 
one hundred twenty dollars fob the whole term. Some people eves 


take more thaw six months to learn this trade. p 


On the point of business competition, theregaliways exsisted a 
Ore 


ei _ Sn patioO | : 
rejudice against the Yhinese Laundries the #“merican laundry owngrs 
¢ & 


They try to Petse—e—sertiment—amessithe “american people seeder that 


the Chinese laundrxés are unsanitary. such K prejudice will sure, 


“we, Continue unless some kind of social work wes done among then. 


( Auto-biography of the Chinese laundyy workers will be next) 
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Seu THE THREE SONS-Ii-LAW 
bee 
“7 dk 
ae as Once upon a time there was a man who had three sons—in—law. 
at One of them was a robber, one was a merchant and the third was 
a school teacher. Now the wandering, unstable way of life pur 
_ Sued by the robber son-in-law was a constant source of worry to 
the father-in-law, so he decided to make one last effort to have 
" him change it. 


He prepared a great feast and invited the three men. ‘While 
they were all there tegcther he said to the robber, tHete is tro 
hundred dollars, all I have in the world, I will put it under 

ly bed. Now if, in three days, you can get the money without wake 
ing me up or having anybody know about it, I will give it to you, 
but only if you will promise to give up your present way of life 
and choose another," ) 

After thinkirig about it, the robber agreed. 

| ‘That night, thinking he had a perfect plan for keeping his two | 
“. hundred dollars, the father put his faithful dog near his bed and 
Ks the merchant son—in-law, who was a good fighter, in the same room, 
The teacher he sent to sleep with the robber in the attic, He 
‘. planned with the merchant and the teacher that if either of then 
aie A. heard the dog bark, he was to get ao amd beat loudly on the gong 

at the head of the old man's bed, “The robber son-in-law, of course, 

| “heard of the plan. | 
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The first night She robber eonedee Liew thought and thought, but . 
gould not devise a plan to get the two hundred dollars, The sec~ 
ond night.he thought of one and decided to try it. 
‘That night the robber tied a pig's foot to the end of a string 
and let it dow slowly in front of the dog who reached for it. 
Slowly he moved the string along a crack away from the bed. The 
dog followed the moving pigts foot because he wanted it very muche 
Thus the first, Sereer was surmounted, Next, the robber quietly 
carricd <5 Sleeving merchant up to the attic. The gong he re- 
placed with a pail of water. Then he carefully lifted his eather 
dm-law and got the coveted two hundred dollars, 
dust then the dogs having finished the pig's foot, came ruming 
into his master's room barking loudly, ‘The noise woke the merchant 
and the teac eachers. 4 meres praed to the gong and began to pound on ite 
The heavy blows pi water all over the sleeping father-in-law 
who now awoke demanding the cause of the noise and confusion, The 
dog was still barking and the merchant and teacher running about 
and yelling. When they lit the candle they saw the robber son-in- 
law sitting quietly in the middle ef the room, grinning at everybody. 

"ell, my father-in-law," he said to the wet old wan, “you see 
I got: the money." 


The old man, the merchant and the teacher knew it was true and 


that there was nothing they could do about it, So they looked at 
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THE LOUDEST DRUM Ih THE WORLD 


"This is a story about the loudest drum in the world," the 
narrator remarked, “and although the tale is a short one, it 
shows how far a person will go just to win an argument. 
|The story begins at a time in the distant past. It begins with 


we aes 


heard all over the entire world. The sound of this drum was so 


clear, so distinct, that no region, however remote, failed to hear 
its vibrant notes. Moreover, whenever this drum was beaten, all 
people, as well as all animals listened te it with awe and surprise, 
for its sound possessed a quality that no other drum possessed, 

The fame of the drum thus’spread far and wide, No person or animal 
had the courage to make a sound while the awe-insciring notes of 
the instrument still lingered in the air," 

“J cannot believe such a tale as that," the second man insisted 
when his companion was finished, "It is so fantastic, so utterly 
unbelievable." 

"Well," said the first man, "if you do not believe it, that is 
because you have not enough intelligence to recognize the truth 
when you hear it," ad 

This Sngered the other one so dreatly that he said, "Well, 
suppose I were to tell you « sthey abont the loudest cow in the 
world, would you believe me?* 
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about the incident. ‘The teacher was then restored to his position. 


and pupils once again filled his school. 
After that he saw to it that he always had two pairs of underpants. 


bf / 


fool. other people. But putting off the evil hour, he saidy, (I will 
See the mnt me _ ha a. 


The eager farmer saw nothing pe of the way in Cine "echavior, 
deseribed the pig in great detail and paid a deposit fi for its return. 

Chung » ig gambler, decided to ‘eke another a and as soon as 
the farser 1 was gone, hurried = the gambling hall. He was soon deep 
in a game with some robber friends, One of the robbers lost a great 
deal of money, but had none to pay his debt. he began to tell a story 


-_ about a pig that he had stolen a few days ago. As Chung listened, he 


3 Fealized that the goddess of luck was with him once again, for here 
was the farmer's Pigs He told the rebber that he would take the pig 
‘ier the debt. Fe ney 

So he returned the pig to the farmer’, received a payment and en- A 
joyed the joke he had played on everybody. Hie fame ar spread even 
wider, : 

Mow shout this tine the Ing lest iis Jado deal, ike aye of 
office from the euperors Unless he could find ity ‘his hoed would be ix Ps 
cat off. He sent: men hore. there and ietirrenden. te Look foxy it, : : 
One of these men heard of Gaina, the mon with the ee 210u3 ee and 
cane to ask him to help the king, - lame was fright were: 
for he knew that he couldn't de anything of the 1B. So he said, ut SA = 
would like to help the king, BHt T am afraid I cannot," : a Gs 

‘HAs wife was furious at this, "Why, you, gifted with a miraculous caw nas ae a 
nose, Your king asks and you will not help hie” ' Shame: on youl" i “age eae J 

ae king then sent a messenger with an order for Chung to com . to a ae 
court. Now Chung was so frightened thet he forgot his —_ . _ manners . a ee 2 
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and went right in before the king. ingrily the king asked," Do you 
‘hot Imow that when you appear before the king you should make three 
kormtows | and nine bows?" 

. SAIL right, if you dontt want me and my help, now that I an here, 
twin go," answered thi Genbler Aad started to wn out, 

‘The king tealized thet, manners or ho manners, he must have the 
rs this man with the miraculous nose. So he called hin 
"back and Proceaded to describe the missing jade seal. There were just 
B: ef forty days lett in vidich it had to be found, 
oe At wi try to find your jade seal, but I do not now bow ony it 
will take,” answered Ghunge. Gining now was in real trouble. He could 
not miell lost articles and what other men had erst find was hid 
en fron him too, “Bat every day he pretended to be very busy. Th his 
Room one day he sald aloud to hinself, any your en is near. You 
4 | camot Poon” people any longer. “ ¥ : ‘ce . + Big: 

The king's assistant was ‘pa ot wethe door 
remark, Yow the sesistant's, pe a 
'. the xing's jede. Bedrise che ‘eablor he thought that his secret was 
discovered. So he went into. the oon “and said, "I imnew you have snelled 


oat the jade. I will rotum it to you, but please bury it and then 


* pretend to find it. Don't tell anyone that I stole it. Iwill give 


you half my fortune for your silence." 
Ps ai gt. _ 
+e ne 


Chung, the gamber, was amazed at this eonfession anc did not under-~ 
stand what had caused it, But he was quick to take advantage of his 
geod luck. ‘Yes, I smelled you tong ago, but I waited to see what 
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nothing. hen questioned he would say simply that he Sermilesttinig 
faint, odor, Then one day be asked for a group of men to G9 to the 


fs Et 


ea — Pung said, "Keep digging, we ii 


é. 

= an the jug and the jade. were uncovered. | 

. nou are indeed miraculous, Now suppose 

ony. seal ie 
E thy BS weak with Fright. Bat the > gambler, 
ore “T ‘smell Lost , articles; I do not ‘smell men.# es 
3 ‘The > gebler was dregead richly, set on, sae. provided 
“with ireat. xiches and sent hone to his wife in his home village, 
where feasts ware held in Sie honor. Then tes eetorned io the: palace 
ef the king and me? honored as the man with the siraculous 16% NOSE. 
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copacity as a peddlar he moved about the country a 
little and discovered that new lends were opening up 
along the river not far from hia native village and — 
thet labor was needed t@ till these new lands. So 
he hired hinself out as a farm laborer. While worke 
ing there he learned how to manufacture silk and saved 
enough money so that he could become a partner in a 
silk factory in the town near which he worked. 

Because of his poverty he had not been able 
to marry at the usual age of sighteen to twenty but 
much later, so he adepted a young man of twenty, to 
help hime Later he had four sons and a daughter of 
his owme Father and adopted son werked hard for ten 
yearss Business continued good and thus, after an 
absence of ‘many years, he was able ‘o return to his 
native village and start manufacturing silk therés 

He had his wealmesscse One of them was @ pase 
Sion for gamblinge On the other hand he was good at 
figures and kept his own accounts fairly well, Unfore 
tunately he was illiterate and this put him at the 
mercy of all those who could read and write. Since 
he was engaged in an industry,and since all petitions 
toa nacistrate had to ve in writing, he was at a sore 
disadvantages And so, with some misgivings, he de- | 
_ @ided to send one of his children to school so that 
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A Sluerge Man (fet snethe bt) 


He never sleeps on a bed. All he has to do is to sit on a 


chair) ava put his head on the table and/immediately/{he/#i2M falls 
asleep. He never eats at night on Friday. He buys new clothes 
only on the week before the New Year. He RE Bie busy to get 


sick. He has never been ee as far as he ana remember. His 
Ac \ pus 
age is sixty yet cesmy eas little over forty. He possesses no gray 
: He Aa £ a nea. 
hair. yvlexion  elears a peculiar kind of shoe 


without any strings or buttons; ae soup by the bowlfulg, 
val and Cansacl ene Ane. J f 
Rarely eats American foods a cup of coffee ae for 


himself, 


It is a little hard to imagine that such a person could Ped 
| Air's exrsfernce and fhe stantes about fim; 
exist. But I sia vouch for the truth | Of, ther Morgen. When I first 


heard about Meda et I did not quite believe some of the things 
frat. he Ai ) lhe dees ) 
Whee I heard - But I later found out thatjall of the 
a bated fo Amr 
pis mandeaeig not because he is4¢ 


queer and strange things The 
Some what Seek ctag len § they a2e Rab; B&B Ae Aas 
Marlviwer say tseré wath peceuse itis -a—habit in-him-and-be- 


aes srk becarese fe us new ge“Te AocustmpaeH fo Shem, 
aa” - ah “ac oe -tren,. 


He is an old man with a youthful anvearance. Desnite his 


seems te be as _heslthy ) 
sixty years of life Mee ee aC a hew-born babe. (here 
bhem LF sav Asn) 
is nothing queer about him thats s out. ~¢1 was quite “disappoint- 
mat the raceme i 
ed. According to 7ehe- strane Stes that I heard about him I ex- 


neen~ (e7ren Lt Aqtenfhe A 
pected to find a sort of PEI § rration.of.the-- 


CA €4 Fut Er 
) witeia Instead I just found a normal and common verson with a 


little more eee se the average man, His shoulders were 
Ce he 
not bent and he walked/straight as a soldier, And he told some of 
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(seems Quiles 
the most unusual stories that I Héée ever heard. He fq sincere - 


when he tells fnew AAR AOSUMCH Ole cA ard agar 
; Amd Gee Athat they wére true, 
fell me all PROSE vat ze l(a TC 


Oe ae "Is it true that you Ao % e things pe Above / 


bf aes aN€ ap OIA dead at ie gs 
thet reemie_nake~funaotyoucak- He is a Sp good 


/ Fs Feases 
natured fellow and never gets ae o-PL 
e : Peel arn 
To me there is nothing atrenge in what I do. I got used to 
es HrIne 440 ) To me frey 
doing what BPR 8, epee eek ae st rhe, - de fi 


“Am . 


friend told me about peal dy It see that whenever he washe@ 
aoe asleep fy 
COSA 4 


his feet he rp asleep, andar he ¢d-net falljopimovg, he m1Y 


remain in the same position for Many hours, During the night he 
Wane dl fis scems 
will wvéke a somersault and then wake un. Bhatts incredible and, 


really A c's lhave | 
absohubvely unbelievable but Many people who knew thieumen-/told 27 €« 
je stony ov reel Acteallep ' 


over and over “peak: True, no one DBs seen Mrhénven, 
i [RES C LEE S ) a7€ ) 
ut Sonn or other t+ 8 Mion leaked out and accented as 


true. 
mone on_ the (nine ste 
Now this man is -sent-of-a vonante ann, By that I mean he 
Lor inai\ oe 


Without: lines 
lily, Roviiprlakies or roughness 4a thew Glekee=wwith gestures ‘ey 


A ae A/tC Pros tacnaca And Ae _weans_) 
‘litt Sol dack ey he funniest kind of shoes , 
(7A C omil sTo2€ 


i es ee them at a particular store which ‘ 


e sacntan 
427€ pad eA Mdhve a cp rnd) 
them, bs weape of black leather of loop in the 
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to do is to catch hold of the loop 4m the back and push the foot 
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Aig leche AME pactlesfe# ba fF when L peas, sled, Av Costsenfled. 
"There's nothing in my life that will interest anyone. I 


just lead an ordinary life," 
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( tell aboutit~despite his protest. 


"I have been in America for a long, long time. Over thirty 


years I should say. I have taken only one trip back, that is all, 


Mo 6 F orce ) 
stajerity of my time is snent in working. I4worked as a clerk 
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many years, »' 


And because I live alone I have made more than enough for a 
- Chene 7. wus last penmaneatly Cmployer J 
living. I left the store7six years ago. I worked there for al- 


most eight years, After Many unsuccessful ventures the store 
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was finally sold to another men. ane the owner hired all new 
help Wor Kers 


Ss and all @f the old members were discharged, 
mnésouner of the store,.theat- is=the .old~eng, had not been 26/e % 
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jobs. in former years, during the Christmas holidays the store pad , 
at the very least, sold over the thousand dollar mark, During the 
bad years the Christmas holidays brought in just one fourth of 
the exnected sales, 
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dreadful emange in business, The bossé@ owed money to every ane 
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of the workers, Some of the workers ithe stord consented to 
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have their wages reducedw divew after that the store could not 


get along. I left the store with four months of back wages un- 


paid. I have never gotten vieeinn cae 
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"The stere vrrovided the evening meals #@ the workers, Every 
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ercaine efter the store closed, Which was around six, the 


gatheré@ at a dining place on rere Street tessthote-necler However 
@nly the evening meals were rrovided, The men went home to eat 


their lunch, 


"Every Saturday evening there was svecial dinner. On that 
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night the men were treated to dishes and/wine.” . 
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I got (enough (saved /atw to get along fairly well for a time. I 


é 
work, in a little grocery store afterwards. I did not get very 


high wagey, but it was enough for me.” 


*Did=you-work 2 LEC? 
L yponted CA TALS pe sae 5 702€ oy, 
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for sale nobody wished to buy it. Finally the Even edete awk of 


goods was sold at a ridiculous price, and again I found myself 
unemployed." 
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€ Corl? 


"Customers come from all over. They come from other cities 


and from small towns. Sometimes we trust them too much and they 
run away without naying the bills. Or else they vay a vart of the 
SiLE ana (the rest/ Mhewy leave /unnaia. When we write letters to 


them they do not answer. When we call on them they are usually 
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not at home. And sometimes we snend much more ng ee collect a 


CLF 6, And eae 
(ache of amount. A4& all7goes to rrove that it is not easy to 
world 


conduct a business these days. If we a6 not sell on credit we #tu 
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may At the store right now there are many unnvaid bills-- 
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probably, they will remain unpaid indefinitely. It we indeea Le 
these . 
fortunate for us if we collect one half of eer bills. at now 


we are very careful to whom we are selling on credit, By AB 
we boye wet Can 


pene ee i more careful and-wée could avoid many unnleasant 
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. have / et which eel 
Iynever work at any job that requir a great deal of 


“Wetoare-your“wrans- forthe fUgUFe?" 


"I am content as long as I have enough to eat and a place to 
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Live. Ne don't care for travel very muon, (Re et don*tt go back 
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to China to live, iAwish Fe Apne another trip back4just for a visit. 
av CA 
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whenever a holiday ¢eme along every member of the family was-nost 
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On rainy days he runs across the streets pulling up his 
trousers for fear that they will get wet. Just loves to talk pno- 
litics and paras the most hair-raising collection of ghost stories 
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Mr. Ging, the third son of a wooden tee and stamp ma- 
ker, was born in Canton, China in 1877. He is the favorite 
gon of his father. [t+ was supposed that! on the day of his 
birth his father received an order for twenty-five signs on 
one day. He had never received that many signs in one single 
order or separate orders before. In fact, the money vanuae 
from this unusual order was sufficient to keep his father 
from worrying about where he would get the money for cele- 
brating the birth of Mr. Ging and took care of other inciden- 
tal expenses for the months to come. Of course, the father 
was not at all rich, and the birth of Mr. Ging was believed 
to have brought luck to his father. Such beliefs prevail 
among other nationalities as well as Chinese people. 

As an infant, he was well taken care of. He might have 
been called a "spoiled child" for he demanded too much atten- 
tion. A servant known as "geye pior™ (an all-around servant, 
usually an elderly woman) and a Wn! igh ma" (a nurse-maid) 
were hired to take care of nim ana to nurse him.. The lat- 
ter's duty was to see that he was well-fed, and looked after. 
Her qualifications had to be acceptable to the letter. The 
most ‘ancutant things in which she musi qualify were her 
health and honesty. ‘he charatter of a child would be in- 


fluenced by his environment, and in this case, his character 
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